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The Slingbox lets you watch and control your living 
room TV, live through the Internet, on your laptop or 
cell phone. Experience incredible video quality with 
NO MONTHLY FEES. Visit slingbox.com to learn more. 
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Editor's Note 



If you haven't given a second thought to the upcoming holiday season that celebrates the 
moms, dads, and grads in our lives, this issue of First Glimpse could not only serve as a 
friendly gift-giving reminder, but it can also help you scout out various gift ideas before 
you set off on your next shopping endeavor. 

We've all tried searching for the perfect gift to bestow upon a loved one, and it's not al- 
ways an easy task to accomplish. You'll run into recipients who seemingly have everything 
they could ever ask for, or they have very particular taste. To stop obsessing over the gift 
you want to give, I suggest you take a look at our special Moms, Dads & Grads section 
starting on page 43. Within these pages, you'll find that the world of consumer electronics 
offers many gift-giving solutions, no matter who you plan to shower with presents. 
With more people using CE in their daily lives, you're sure to find something in this 

month's issue that will suit anyone's penchant. And, if you're 
looking for budget-friendly gifts, buying an accessory or two 
for your gift recipients' current CE devices, such as a dock 
station or an iTunes gift card for an MP3 player enthusiast, 
isn't such a bad idea. Remember, sometimes it's the small 
1L &* j things in life that matter most, and that can certainly hold 

^ , ' - J | true with gifts. 




Ashley Kumpula 
Editor, First Glimpse 
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The Latest Arrivals 

Look For These New Products 



K 



eep an eye out for these products hitting Best Buy shelves for the first time. Some of the products listed below are showcased 
in this month's one-page product profiles, so be sure to take a look at the listed page numbers for full product information. 



Home Theater 

Panasonic TH-50PX80U 
Plasma TV 



Digital Imaging 

Canon DC320HD 

Canon PowerShot SD1 100 IS 
Digital ELPH 
See page 33 

CanonVIXIAHV30HD 

Casio Exilim EX-Z80 

Casio Exilim S10 



Fuji FinePix Z20fd 
See page 36 

JVC GZ-MG330H Everio Hard 
Disk 

Kodak EasyShare M763 

Nikon CoolpixS210 

Nikon D60 

Olympus Stylus 850 SW 
See page 34 

Panasonic HDC-HS9 HD 

Panasonic HDOSD9 HD 

Panasonic Lumix DMC-FS5 



Sony Cyber-shot DSOT300 

Sony DCR-SR220 Handycam 

Sony DSLR-A200 

SonyHDR-SRIOHD 
Handycam Camcorder 

SonyHDR-SRH HD 
Handycam Camcorder 

Sony HDR-UX10HD DVD 
Handycam Camcorder 

Computers 

Pinnacle PCTV HD Pro Stick 



Gateway T-1628 Notebook 

Wireless 

SanDiskSansaFuze 
See page 76 

Sonic Impact iP22 Portable 
Speakers 

Sony Walkman NWZ-A728 



Products Conning Soon 



Home Theater 

BDI Novia 8428 TV Cabinet 
See page 22 

Klipsch CS-700 DVD 
Entertainment System 

Mitsubishi 735 Series 65" 
1080pDLPHDTV(WD- 
65735) 
Seepage 19 

Digital Imaging 

Canon FS100 Flash 
Camcorder 
See page 32 

Canon HF10 HD Flash 
Camcorder 



Canon Rebel XSi 

JVC CU-VD3US Portable DVD 
Burner 

JVC HD Everio GZ-HD6 
Camcorder 
See page 31 

Kodak EasyShare M820 Digital 
Frame 
See page 39 

Kodak EasyShare M1 020 
Digital Frame 
See page 39 

Kodak EasyShare P520 Digital 
Frame 

Kodak EasyShare P720 Digital 
Frame 



Kodak EasyShare P820 Digital 
Frame 

Kodak EasyShare C813 Camera 

Kodak EasyShare M893 
Camera 

Kodak EasyShare AA1 033 
Camera 

Kodak EasyShare V1 273 
Camera 
See page 37 

Kodak EasyShare Z1 01 2 
Camera 

Olympus E-420 DSLR 



Wireless 

Magellan Maestro 3200 



Magellan Maestro 3250 

■ See page 72 

Magellan Maestro 4250 
Magellan Maestro 5310 
Magellan Roadmate 1412 
TomTomONE130 

TomTomONE130-S 

■ See page 73 
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Canon's Clearer Image 

The PowerShot line 
of Canon cameras is 
gaining three new 
Digital ELPH models, 
all of which boast 
Canon's antiblur 
system. This feature 
was created by 
joining four Canon 
technologies: Optical 

Image Stabilization, Motion Detection, Hi-ISO Auto, and 
Noise Reduction. The result is a sharp, clear picture even if 
the camera or subject is not perfectly still. Canon uses its 
Optical Image Stabilizer to compensate for camera move- 
ment by allowing the lens to shift. 

The cameras' Motion Detection technology also works with 
the High ISO Auto mode to automatically raise or lower ISO 
and shutter speeds depending on the subjects' levels of move- 
ment. These ELPHs also boast the latest in Genuine Canon 
Face Detection technology, in-camera image enhancement 
tools, and the DIGIC III imaging processor. 



Digital Frames Do More 

As digital camera sales begin to reach a leveling-off point, it 
follows that consumers would turn their attention to digital 
camera accessories. One of the hottest is the digital frame. 
These devices provide an easy way to display digital photos, 
and now they can do even more. 

The PMA (Photo Marketing Association) Show in early March 
was the scene for the debut of several frames with new functions. 
One company released its first frame with a built-in printer and a 
32-inch model for consumers looking to go large. Another frame 
featured integrated flat-panel speakers. Even companies just get- 
ting started in the digital frame market are including extras like 
MP3 and video playback in their frames. One multitasking frame 
combines a digital frame, alarm clock, and indoor thermometer. 



Pioneer & Plasma 
Part Ways 

The official announcement from Pioneer came 
in early March: After completing panel produc- 
tion on the next series of models, the company 
will stop producing plasma TVs in-house. The 
last line will be announced in May and released 
in June. Even as the fifth-biggest plasma TV mak- 
er in the world, Pioneer only sells a fraction of 
the number of units as big players such as Mat- 
sushita and Sharp. 

When production stops, Pioneer will begin 
building high-def plasma TVs based on panels 
from Matsushita. The company also plans to 
begin selling LCD TVs based on panels from 
Sharp. Pioneer's official statement on its ground- 
breaking KURO technology (which delivers "ab- 
solute black" high-end plasma screens) is that it 
is looking into ways for the technology to live on 
through other plasma panels. Displays based on 
outsourced plasma panels should be available to 
consumers in 2009. This change in the compa- 
ny's focus will allow Pioneer to spend more time 
and money on other product areas, such as car 
audio components, DJ equipment, and Blu-ray 
Disc players. The company expects to return the 
display division to profitability in 2010. 
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Mobile Phone Sales Mean Business 

As consumers continue to ditch their landlines in favor of cell phones, the 
sales numbers for mobile phones keep climbing. The NPD Group reports that 
mobile phone sales to U.S. consumers in 2007 reached 146 million units, or 
an estimated $11.5 billion after rebates and promotions. The number of cell 
phone users who said that their cell phone is their primary phone rose 3% 
from 16% in Q4 2006 to 19% in Q4 2007. 

NPD's Mobile Phone Track consumer survey reveals Motorola as the leader 
of the pack when it comes to new phones sold in the United States in 2007. 
Smartphones also proved big winners in 2007. They represented 12% of hand- 
set sales in Q4 2007 compared to 6% in the same quarter in 2006. Q4 sales of 
music-capable devices and phones with removable memory also grew. 



THE BIG 5 


The following chart shows the Top 5 
handset sales in 2006 and 2007. 


manufacturer's unit shares of new 


Motorola 


Share In 2006* 

33% 


Share In 2007* 

32% 


Samsung 


14% 


17% 


LG 


16% 


16% 


Nokia 


15% 


10% 


Sanyo 


4% 


4% 



*Total sales do not add up to 100%. 

Americans Enjoy Access Anytime 

U.S. consumers are increasingly relying on mobile phone technology for more 
than just talking. A survey by Pew Internet & American Life Project taken in De- 
cember 2007 shows that as many as 58% of adult respondents have used a cell 
phone or PDA for at least one of 10 non-voice data activities, including texting, 
emailing, taking a picture, looking for maps or directions, or recording video. 

The survey interviewed 2,054 U.S. adults who were also asked how hard it 
would be to live without specific technology. Respondents stated they would 
miss their cell phones the most, followed by the Internet, the television, and 
then landline phones. The chart below shows each of the Top 5 non-voice ac- 
tivities referenced in the survey and how many respondents have ever engaged 
in them and do them on a typical day. 



NON-VOICE MOBILE ACTIVITIES 




% Of Cell/PDA 
Users Who Have 
Ever Done This 


% Of Cell/PDA 
Users Who Do 
This Each Day 


Send or receive text messages 


58% 


31% 


Take a picture 


58% 


15% 


Play a game 


27% 


8% 


Send or receive email 


19% 


8% 


Access the Internet for news, 
weather, sports, or other information 


19% 


8% 



Worldwide LCD 
shipments out- 
paced CRT TV ship- 
ments for the first 

time at 28.5 million units, or 47% of 

the world TV market. 

Source: DisplaySearch 
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Unit sales of digital 
picture frames 
increased 1 1 2%, 

and revenue in- 
creased 1 16% during the week of 
Valentine's Day 2008. 

Source: NPD Croup 

15% of digital 
camera households 
in the United States 
owned a digital picture frame in 

2007, compared to 9% in 2006. 

Source: PMA (Photo Marketing Association) 




^ 



By mid-February 
2008, the NTIA said it 
had certified more 
than 615 retailers 
representing over 16,475 outlets na- 
tionwide to participate in the TV 
Converter Box Coupon program. 

Source: NTIA (National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration) 

Sales of in-vehicle 
consumer elec- 
tronics is expected 
to exceed $12.8 billion in 2008. 

Source: CEA (Consumer Electronics Association) 

Five categories (note- 
books, LCDs, desktops, 
digicoms, and MP3 
players) dominated 
consumer technology spending in 
2007 with 47% of the sales. 

Source: NPD Croup 
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The Olympus 
Stylus 1 030 SW 

Take Photos Here, There & Everywhere 



sually, a shiny, new 
camera has lots of 
cool features; how- 
ever, these devices 
tend to be fragile and 
can be damaged easily. 
On the other hand, a 
rugged camera designed to take a 
beating usually looks like a plastic 
brick with a hole for a lens. These cam- 
eras tend to be light on features to fa- 
cilitate durability. 




The Olympus Stylus 1030 SW ($399.99; 
www.olympus.com) is the exception to 
that rule. It has both good looks and 
plenty of features, yet it's designed to 
go toe-to-toe with the elements, as 
well as the wear and tear of the out- 
doors and travel. 

Jam-Packed With Features 

This 10MP camera has more than 
enough features to keep any shutterbug 




happy. It has a wide-angle lens and 
3.6X optical zoom. With 29 shooting 
modes, including a feature that lets you 
create panoramic prints, you can find 
the right camera settings to shoot in 
virtually any situation. The shutter 
speed is 1/1,000 to 1/2 second with an 
ISO range of 80-1600, so you'll be able 
to take clear photos even in very dim or 
bright light. 

With the Stylus 1030 SW, you can also 
take AVI movies with sound. The LCD is 
a large 2.7 inches, which will let you see 
your subject on land or under water, 
even if you're moving. Because the 
Stylus 1030 SW is amphibious, you have 
versatile shooting options. You can 
record a video clip of your child's soccer 
game just as easily as you can snap shots 
of a school offish while scuba diving. 

This camera has 14.7MB of internal 
memory. As with most compact cam- 
eras, if you want more storage, you can 
add a 1GB or 2GB xD-Picture Card or 
microSD card to the Stylus 1030 SW. 
On a single battery charge, the Stylus 
1030 SW can take up to 260 shots. 

The Stylus 1030 SW comes packaged 
with Olympus Master 2 editing and 
image managing software. Once in- 
stalled, you can connect the camera to 
a Mac or PC with the included USB 
cable and transfer images with one 
mouse click. In addition to letting you 
crop, resize, and adjust photo bright- 
ness and color, the software also in- 
cludes red-eye reduction and text 




insertion options. More advanced fea- 
tures include converting your images 
to RAW files, a file format which will 
let you have greater control over 
photo editing; stitching together up to 
10 images to create a panoramic print; 
and creating a photo slideshow. 

At 2.4x3.7x0.84 inches (HxWxD), the 
Stylus 1030 SW is a tiny camera that 
can fit anywhere, and it packs plenty of 
features. You can stash it in your beach 
bag, in a fishing tackle box, or a 
backpack, and it will take up very 
little room. The Stylus 1030 SW also 
happens to be incredibly resistant 
to damage. 

Just Try To Break It 

Accidents certainly do happen, but 
whether you drop it, drown it, freeze 
it, or smash it, the Olympus Stylus 
1030 SW won't miss a beat. This 
camera is designed to withstand falls 
from up to 6.6 feet, thanks to its 
floating circuit board design. With wa- 
terproof seals and gaskets, the Stylus 
1030 SW can also be submerged in 
water up to 33 feet. That's deep 
enough for scuba divers to snap 
photos and is well past a typical com- 
pact camera's breaking point. 



The Stylus 1030 SW can keep working in 
frigid temperatures — all the way down 
to 14 degrees Fahrenheit, to be exact. 
While that makes this camera perfect 
for a day of skiing or snowboarding, the 
Stylus 1030 SW will also survive a cold 
night in the car if you forget to bring it 
inside. The metal casing of the camera is 
sturdy — even the LCD screen is rein- 
forced — so that it can withstand up to 
220 pounds of pressure. If the camera 
gets accidentally stepped on by an aver- 
aged-sized adult male with a full back- 
pack around a campsite, it won't break. 

A Camera For All Lifestyles 

The durability of the Stylus 1030 SW 
makes it well-suited for the outdoorsy 
types who fish, ski, or mountain bike, for 
example. However, this camera is per- 
fect for anyone who wants a serious 
camera that can withstand plenty 
of abuse. 

Frequent travelers, for example, have 
their luggage and carry-ons handled and 
bumped constantly, and as a result, a 
camera kept in your bag can easily be- 
come broken or damaged. If you're 
traveling by car and your camera 
happens to slip out of your pocket and 
onto the floor, you won't break the 



Stylus 1030 SW by accidentally kicking 
or stepping on it. 

If you're on vacation with your fam- 
ily, you won't have to worry about 
shielding the Stylus 1030 SW from 
Niagra Falls' spray, the sand on the 
beach, or the cold during an Alaskan 
cruise. On the contrary, with this 
camera you can get closer to the action 
and take snapshots you wouldn't be 
able to capture with a typical compact 
camera. And, although the Stylus 1030 
SW offers plenty of ruggedness, you 
don't have to sacrifice quality; you'll 
easily capture crisp, clear photos of the 
kids running on the beach or panoramic 
mountain shots on a cold winter day 
while braving the elements. 

Even when you're not scaling a mountain 
or thundering through Whitewater 
rapids, a camera can face many dangers. 
A simple drop to a hard floor or a care- 
less bang on a car door while exiting a ve- 
hicle can spell the end. Their fragility 
often makes you think twice about 
pulling them out for a quick action shot 
or in foul weather. Accidents happen, 
and so does weather, but with the 
Olympus Stylus 1030 SW's rugged fea- 
tures, you'll be able to handle more 
shooting situations than ever before. \H 
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The Home-Theater 
Budget Breakdown 

An HDTV Is Only Part Of It 



nt's so easy to do. Many first- 
time home-theater shop- 
pers become so fixated on 
the price of an HDTV— the 
big-ticket item — that they 
forget about the cost of in- 
cidental items and services, some of which 
can be substantial. 

The TV decision is the major one, but you 
shouldn't let yourself be caught off guard 
by the costs of sales tax, delivery fees, ca- 
bles (sold separately), a surround-sound 
system, a BD (Blu-ray Disc) player, a DVR, 
and a universal remote. Of course, you 
may not need all of these things, but the 
point is that you should budget for much 
more than just the sticker price of that 
gorgeous new HDTV. 

The Cost Formula 

Many shoppers — especially those who 
haven't had time to thoroughly re- 
search potential home-theater pur- 
chases—find the 60/30/10% rule of 
thumb to be very helpful. That is, spend 
about 60% of the budget on an HDTV, 
including its setup; 30% on an audio 



system and a disc player, such as a BD 
deck (which should also play DVDs); 
and 10% on high-quality cables and 
speaker wires. This formula isn't applic- 
able across the board, but it's a good 
guideline to help you find the best 
components you can afford without 
slighting any single category. 

Other home-theater shoppers prefer 
to buy specific equipment based on 
good reviews or on particular features, 
such as anti-judder processing or 
1080p support in an LCD HDTV. Note 
that if you choose this route, you may 
end up spending more than you in- 
tended. It might help if you spread 
your purchases over a period of time 
instead of buying them all at once. 
This delays the gratification of having a 
complete home theater, but at least 
you won't feel like you settled for less 
than what you really wanted. 

A Tale Of Two Living 
Rooms 

In the accompanying chart, we've out- 
lined a couple of home-theater budget 



scenarios from mild to wild. We used 
the prices and specs of real products 
available at your local Best Buy. 

Notice that we haven't included the 
cost of a professional calibration of 
your new TV. Although it could cost 
you several hundred dollars, this op- 
tional service is nevertheless highly rec- 
ommended. A professionally trained 
technician will come to your home to 
calibrate your HDTV's brightness, con- 
trast, sharpness, and color. In many 
cases, the tech can access important 
picture settings that are inaccessible to 
you and assure you that you're getting 
the true-to-life images you paid for. For 
more information on the calibration 
services Best Buy's Geek Squad pro- 
vides, check out "Your Home Theater 
Go-To Guys" on page 13. 

Whether your budget is modest or 
mega, a great home-theater experience 
awaits. Pass the popcorn. B3 

by Marty Sems 
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Budget Breakdowns 



, n the left, you'll find a reasonably priced bill of goods for a budget-conscious 
home-theater setup. On the right, well, we've gone a little wild. 



(42-inch 1080p LCD) 
$1,199 




Cables 
(three 3' HDMI) 
$150 





Installation/Setup 
$150 



Subtotal: Tax (7%): Total Cost: 

$2,197 $15379 $2,35079 



(65-inch 1080p plasma) 



Combo BD/HD DVD Player 
$799 




Subtotal: 
$12,166 



Installation/Setup 
$200 



Tax (7%): Total Cost: 

$851.62 $13,017.62 
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Going Digital E 



How Will The Upcoming TV 
Conversion Affect You? 





n Feb. 17, 2009, tele- 
vision broadcasters 
across the nation 
will begin sending 
out their program- 
ming via DTV (dig- 
ital TV) signals. 

Why Digital? 

Analog broadcasts have worked well for 
a long time, so many wonder why we 
have to make the switch at all, let alone 
next year. There are a variety of reasons 
to go digital, but the primary one is to 
conserve what has quickly become one 
of our most precious natural resources: 
radio spectrum. There's a fixed amount 
of spectrum, meaning there are only so 
many frequencies available to handle 
television, radio, cell phone, networking, 
emergency, and other wireless traffic. 

Analog and digital transmissions eat up 
the same amount of bandwidth, but 
there's a big difference between the two 
technologies. Digital transmissions can 
be compressed that are off-limits to 
analog transmissions. These tricks let 
broadcasters squeeze several digital 



channels into the same amount of band- 
width that one analog channel requires. 
This is important where HDTV broad- 
casts are concerned because HDTV 
transmissions require more bandwidth 
than standard-definition channels. We 
have no way to increase available radio 
spectrum, so we must decrease the 
amount of spectrum each channel re- 
quires. Digital is vital today, where hun- 
dreds of channels must coexist. 

What About Analog? 

An analog TV can't use a digital signal. A 
DAC (digital-to-analog converter) must 
receive the incoming digital signal, con- 
vert it to analog, and output the signal to 
your analog TV. If you have an analog TV 
and subscribe to a cable or satellite (dig- 
ital or otherwise), you already have the 
hardware that incorporates a DAC — so 
few of us will notice the difference once 
the content switches to all-digital. 

If you're using an antenna to pull in free 
OTA (over-the-air) broadcasts, you may 
have a problem. Right now, broadcasters 
transmit digital and analog OTA signals 
simultaneously, but on Feb. 17, 2009, the 



analog transmissions will stop. If your TV 
has an analog tuner, you'll need a DAC 
box to convert the digital signal. If your 
TV has a digital tuner, however, you'll be 
able to enjoy OTA broadcasts. Check out 
the "Are You Ready For DTV?" sidebar for 
a convenient breakdown. 

If your TV was manufactured after March 
1, 2007, it has to have a digital tuner. 
Otherwise, check the manual or call the 
manufacturer to see what type of tuner 
is installed. Keep in mind that even if you 
have a digital HDTV, it may still have an 
analog tuner, as crazy as that sounds. 

DACs will be available when the switch 
is made, but they won't be free, the 
NTIA (National Telecommunications & 
Infor-mation Administration) is subsi- 
dizing the cost. The most important 
thing to keep in mind before the transi- 
tion is that there's no need to panic. 
Your old TVs won't become worthless, 
and new TVs will be ready to go once 
the digital switch is thrown, without you 
needing to buy any additional hardware, 
cables, or other accessories. B3 

by Tracy Baker 



Are You Ready For DTV? 



Most of us are already prepared to usher in the age of all-digital television, but refer to this chart for each television you have 
in the house to see what type of hardware you need come Feb. 17, 2009. 



What Tuner Type Does Your TV Have? How Do You Receive Your TV Signal? What You Need For The DTV Transition: 


An analog tuner 


Over-the-air 


A DAC (digital-to-analog converter) box 


An analog tuner 


Via cable or satellite service 


Your existing cable or satellite equipment 


A digital tuner 


Over-the-air, cable, or satellite service Nothing extra at all 
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HD, Or Not HD? 

How To Tell If What You're Seeing 
Is Really High Definition 




igh Definition isn't just 
some meaningless mar- 
keting mumbo-jumbo. 
It is a standard that 
means a device is ca- 
pable of transmitting 
or displaying 720p, 
1080i, or 1080p video content, which 
can contain multiple times the amount 
of detail that standard-definition 480i or 
480p content contains. The problem is 
that most people are so unfamiliar with 
what real HD content looks like that it 
can be tough to tell if what you're 
watching is really high def. Use these tips 
to easily tell the difference. 

How You Get HD 

First, determine if you have a video de- 
vice that's capable of outputting an HD 
signal to the HDTV. Digital tuners use an 
antenna to receive broadcast signals, and 
some of those signals are HD. Coaxial ca- 
bles can deliver HD content from a cable 



or satellite provider to a set-top con- 
verter (provided by your cable company) 
or an internal HDTV tuner. BDs (Blu-ray 
Discs) store HD movies. Those are cur- 
rently the main ways to access HD video, 
but there are also an increasing number 
of devices that can stream HD video 
from a computer to your HDTV or de- 
liver HD content downloaded from the 
Internet to an HDTV. 

VCRs and DVD players don't output HD 
content because VHS tapes and DVDs 
store standard-definition video. Many 
DVD players claim to "upconvert" DVDs 
to high def, but all they are doing is using 
video smoothing techniques to make 
standard-definition content look bet- 
ter on your HDTV. The content itself is 
never HD. 

Check The Connections 

Look at the cables connecting your 
video devices to the HDTV. Coaxial, 




composite, or S-Video cables can't carry 
high-definition signals, so don't use 
them for your HD playback devices. 
Instead, use VGA, component, or HDMI 
cables that can carry an HD signal. 

Ask The TV 

Most HDTV remote controls have a 
Display button (or something similar). If 
you press the button and see 480i or 
480p on-screen, the content you are 
watching is not HD. If the TV displays 
720p, 1080i, or 1080p, the content is 
HD. Just remember that if you are 
watching an upconverted DVD, the TV 
will display 720p, 1080i, or 1080p, but 
you're really watching 480p content. 

Check The Channel 

If you see a program claiming that it's 
"available in HD," "simulcast in HD," or 
something similar, make sure you're 
tuned to the HD version of that channel. 
Most broadcasters simultaneously play 
SD and HD versions of their shows on 
two channels, and if your TV isn't tuned 
to the HD channel, you won't get the 
benefits of HD. Even if you're tuned to the 
HD channel, few broadcasters actually 
play all of their content in HD, so if a 
show lacks detail or doesn't look much 
different from its standard-def version, 
there's a good chance the broadcaster 
has simply upconverted an SD program 
for playback on its HD feed. It'll be a long 
time before everything we watch is avail- 
able in HD, but at least you'll know how 
to tell it apart from standard-definition 
content in the meantime. \H 

by Tracy Baker 



First Glimpse / May 2008 11 




BD: The Format 
War Winner 

Blu-ray Sends HD DVD Packing 



Make Sure 
Your BD 
Player's 
Firmware Is 
Current 

IfyournewBD(orDVD) 
player has problems, check its 
documentation to see whether 
you can upgrade its firmware. If 
an update solves the issues, 
you've just saved yourself the 
hassle of returning the player to 
the store. 

One way to update your 
player's firmware is to down- 
load the latest version for your 
specific model from the manu- 
facturer's site, burn it to a CD 
or DVD according to the in- 
structions, and then pop it into 
your player. 

Other BD players support an 
Internet connection and can be 
updated online. Connect your 
player's LAN port directly to 
your router. You'll have to 
configure several settings, but 
after this initial setup, future 
firmware downloads should 
be a snap. • 
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Turning Blue 

Today, you can buy a BD player as a 
standalone device or in a Sony Play- 
Station 3 game console. The latter is no- 
table for its low price (for what you get) 
and its superb DVD upconversion. You 
also can buy a read-only BD-ROM or a BD 
burner for your computer. However, if 
you want to watch BD movies on your 
computer, you'll need a fast system and 
a graphics card and monitor that are 
compliant with HDCP (high-bandwidth 
digital content protection). Corel's 
WinDVD High-Definition Advisor Tool 



t long last, there's a 
simple answer to the 
question: Which high- 
definition movie disc 
format should I buy? 
Sony's BD (Blu-ray 
Disc) is the new standard in HD enter- 
tainment, now that HD DVD's main 
proponent Toshiba has officially thrown 
in the towel. 

For the last few years, BD and HD DVD 
have fought for consumers' hearts and 
wallets. The two formats have the same 
video and audio quality. Both can play 
1080p video to 

f ouoL s y %Tp Which high-definition movie 
pixirwlthou! disc format should I buy? 

the upconver- 
sion process necessary to make lower- 
resolution DVDs look good on the 
same screens. 

Unfortunately, the competition between 
BD and HD DVD didn't benefit the 
overall market. The formats are incom- 
patible with each other, and the few 
players that support both are expensive. 
Some media entities released high-def 
movies in both BD and HD DVD, but 
most movie studios sided with one 
camp or the other. As a result, few con- 
sumers bought either format. 



(www.corel.com/servlet/Satellite/us/en/C 
ontent/1 193332030582) can help you de- 
termine whether your PC is ready for BD. 

If you've already invested in HD DVD 
movies, no worries. They'll last as long as 
any DVD or BD, so you can continue to 
enjoy them for years to come. The supply 
of new movie discs will soon dry up, but 
you'll probably be able to buy drives and 
players that support HD DVD for at least 
the next few years. IS 

by Marty Sems 



Your Home Theater 
Go-To Guys 




Best Buy's v^pffti/ Home Theater 
Installation Seirvices 



ack in the day, setting up a TV 
was a cinch, but it's more compli- 
cated now. Best Buy's Geek Squad 
Home Theater Installation lets you sit 
back and envision your ultimate viewing 
and listening environment, while leaving 
the design, configuration, and installation 
to the Geek Squad's trained experts. 

In-Home Consultation 

The Geek Squad offers an in-home con- 
sultation service. Schedule an appoint- 
ment by calling 1-800-GEEK SQUAD 
(1-800-433-5778) or by visiting your 
local Best Buy and speaking to a cus- 
tomer specialist. 

The Geeks spend roughly an hour 
helping you build your dream A/V 
system. The experts perform a prelimi- 
nary walkthrough of your home, dis- 
cussing with you the possibilities and 
offering advice on choosing products 
that meet your needs. The cost of the 
service, which includes a detailed esti- 
mate of costs and a diagram of the pro- 
posed layout, is $100. If you buy your 
equipment at Best Buy and spend more 
than $499, you can apply the cost of 
your consultation toward the purchase. 

In-store experience. Many Best Buy stores 
feature a Magnolia demo room, in which 
you'll see and hear what a high-perfor- 
mance home-theater setup should look 
and sound like in a comfortable living 
room-like setting. A Geek Squad expert 
will ascertain what it is that you want 



Available Services 

Geek Squad offers a range of 
flexible and comprehensive 
services to help you realize your 
ideal home-theater system. 

• Consultation 

• Delivery and setup 

• TV mounting 

• Speaker installation 

• Universal remotes 

• Home Theater Calibration 



from your home-theater system. They'll 
also make sure you'll have the proper ca- 
bles and accessories to make it work, as 
well as ensure you're informed about the 
product. For instance, if you purchase a 
new HDTV, the Geek Squad can inform 
you about the local availability of digital 
cable, satellite, and over-the-air services. 

In-home installation. The Geek Squad's 
basic TV & Video Setup costs $150 and 
includes the plugging in, configuring, and 
setting up of three select video compo- 
nents. Add audio integration for another 
$50, bringing the Home Theater Setup to 
$200. Other services, such as calibration, 
remote control programming, and stand 
assembly, are available, as well. 

One-Stop Shop 

You already know that you can get 
the products you want at Best Buy, and 
now you know that you can get it all 



Price Breakdown 

Geek Squad offers a fairly 
complete list of professional 
installation services that feature a 
clear pricing scheme so you can 
make sure you get a system that 
fits your lifestyle and your budget. 

• In-Home Consultation: $100 

• TV & Video Setup: $150 

• Home Theater Setup: $200 

• Basic Flat Panel TV Mounting 

20 inches and under: $300 

21 to 32 inches: $400 
33 inches and up: $500 

• Front Projector Mounting: $600 

• Speaker Mounting 

One speaker: $100 
Two to three speakers: $200 
Four to five speakers: $300 
Six to seven speakers: $400 

• Remote Control Programming: 
$150 

• Remote Control Programming 
with Advanced Settings: $300 



installed and configured to your liking 
with the help of Best Buy's Geek Squad 
Home Theater Installation service. Per- 
haps the most important aspect of the 
service is that the Geek Squad experts will 
teach you to become the expert of your 
own home theater. \H 

by Andrew Leibman 



First Glimpse / May 2008 13 



HDTVs 



The Goods On LCDs, Plasmas & RPTVs 



LCD 

Pros - 



Thin profiles and light weight 
make these televisions easy to 
mount on a wall. 
Power demands are a bit lower 
than comparably sized plasma 
displays and considerably lower 
than CRTs. 

Many LCD TVs have a VGA 
input, so you can hook up your 
computer and view content on 
a big, bright screen. 
Altitude and air pressure have 
no affect on LCD TVs, so per- 
formance doesn't suffer in 
the mountains. 
Crystals untwist to block un- 
necessary white light, so there's 
no glare, making LCD TVs ideal 
for sunny rooms and brightly 
lit areas. 

Cons 



Fast-moving images may suffer 
from a slight trailer-effect, but 
as LCD technology has im- 
proved, the effect is barely 
perceptible. 

When pixels stick on or off, 
they show up as either a 
pinpoint of bright light or 
black and can be distracting 
on-screen. 

Best For 



Bright, sunny kitchens 
Small rooms 



Plasma 

— Pros — 



Plasma TVs light phosphors evenly 
across the screen to create images, and 
the images are consistently bright and 
clear with vibrant colors. 
The contrast ratio is high (3000:1), so 
you'll see deep, dark blacks and bright, 
crisp whites. 

The design and technology lend them- 
selves to large screen sizes — typically 
50 inches or greater. 
Rapid pixel response means no blurry 
images. 

Wide-viewing angles gives you the 
same, high-quality images on-screen 
no matter where in the room you're 
sitting. 

Because of the way the electrical pulses 
excite the gases, a plasma TV retains its 
bright colors and high contrast ratio in 
dimly lit rooms, making a plasma TV 
ideal for home-theater rooms with 
little ambient light. 

Cons 



Because the screens are typically over 
50 inches in diameter, plasma TVs con- 
sume roughly one-third more energy 
than same-sized LCD TVs, but it's still 
less than CRTs. 

A combination of low air pressure and 
high altitudes (6,500 feet and higher) 
may cause plasma TVs to buzz. 

Best For 



Movies with non-stop action 
Sporting events 



By Kathryn Dolan 

RPTV 

- Pros 



Although often heavier than 
their LCD and plasma coun- 
terparts, RPTVs are surpris- 
ingly lightweight for their sizes. 
A 73-inch DLP (digital light 
projector), for example RPTV 
weighs only 93 pounds. 
You'll find exceptional pic- 
ture quality on very big 
screens (65-inches and up). 
As screens get bigger, RPTVs 
are more cost-effective than 
LCD or plasma TVs. 

Cons 



With depths of 16 to 24 inches, 
these TVs are far too big and 
bulky to mount on a wall. 

Best For 



Big, roomy home theaters 
Movies and games 
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home theater 



5 Must- Have 
Accessories 




Hs you head toward the 
HDTV section of your 
local consumer-elec- 
tronics store, you'll in- 
variably pass shelves 
of bland-looking HDTV accessories. 



Wall mounts 
let you display 
your HDTV to 
its greatest ad- 
vantage. To 
help you see 
your TV from the best possible 
viewing angle, look into a swivel 
mount, which lets you adjust the 
vertical and horizontal positions. 
A wall-mounted HDTV also clears 
a bit of floor space and keeps your 
living room or home theater neat 
and clutter-free. Before hanging the 
wall mount and installing the televi- 
sion, make sure your theater reclin- 
ers and couches are positioned 
where you'll be happy with them 
for a while so you don't have to drill 
new holes in the walls every time 
you want to rearrange the furniture. 



Sure, these accessories have multi- 
channel audio, gold-plated connectors, 
nitrogen-injected insulation, and fully- 
articulating mounting arms, but they 
can't compete visually with their big- 
screen, flat-panel HDTV counterparts. 





y 



TV stands are a good option if 
you'd rather not drill holes in 
your family room's newly painted 
walls. Likewise, if your walls are made 
of cement or cinderblock, a stand is 
probably a better option than a wall 
mount. Today's A/V furniture manu- 
facturers offer gorgeous, showroom- 
style stands in a variety of materials, 
including warm wood (available in 
many stains), minimalist brushed 
steel, and clean-looking glass. You can 
get a triangular corner model, a high- 
backed cabinet that includes a mount 
for flat-panel HDTVs, and a rack with 
adjustable shelves to accommodate 
the rest of your A/V gear. 




Despite outward appearances, how- 
ever, there are a handful of accessories 
that are vital to getting the most from 
your HDTV. E 

by Andrew Leibman 



© 




HDMI cables eliminate the 
need for multiple cables. We're 
guessing neither you nor your 
spouse wants bundles of wires and 
cords snaking 
around the liv- 
ing room, and 
those nests of 
wires are attractive 
nuisances for children and 
pets. HDMI cables are all-in-one 
cords that carry uncompressed dig- 
ital audio and digital video signals 
to and from your HDTV and its 
components, eliminating the need 
for separate audio and video cables. 
Rocketfish's 4-foot HDMI cable 
($44.99; www.bestbuy.com) pas- 
ses your digital signals — nicely and 
neatly — among your devices. Be 
sure to budget for this must-have. 



A surround-sound system brings the aural experience of a 
theater home. You've perhaps struggled to keep volume 
levels steady while watching TV. The intrusion of a loud 
commercial in the middle of your favorite 

show is startling; likewise, it's jolting when a 

quiet part of your favorite movie is suddenly 

interrupted by a too-loud scene change. A 

good-quality surround-sound system will fea- 
ture an equalizer, which will prevent volume 

extremes in movies and HD broadcasts that 

are capable of 5.1 or better surround sound. 



I 



1 J. 

m 



A universal remote lets you control all of your A/V equip- 
ment with one device. No one— not your mom, dad, 
grandma, or even the kids— can figure out the remotes 
when there's a different one for each component in your 
home-theater system. Consolidate the controls 
with a programmable universal remote, which 
lets you control everything with a single de- 
vice. The Logitech Harmony ONE Advanced 
Universal Remote ($249.99; www.logitech.com) 
lets you control 1 5 devices at once. Better still, you'l 
keep your living room clean and clutter-free. 
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home theater 



Top 5 Things To Know 




n addition to the money 
you spend on a new HDTV, 
buying one is a big decision 
because there are myriad 
options and plenty of accessories you'll 
need, too. Here we identify the five most 
important things to consider when shop- 
ping for the right HDTV. 03 

by Gregory Anderson 



I 



Buy quality cables. Few home-theater components, not even the most expen- 
sive TVs and DVD players, come with high-quality cables. Plan to spend an ex- 
tra hundred dollars buying cables, such as HDAAI, DVI, or component, for the 
highest-res formats each device can support. HDAAI cables help eliminate cord 
tangles; a single cable carries both HD audio and video signals and supports all HD 
resolutions (720p, 1080i, and 1080p) while maintaining a digital signal. Whatever 
option you select, don't buy the cheapest or shortest cables on the store shelf. Low- 
quality construction invites electrical interference and unreliable connections, and 
the cables may not stand up to the normal wear and tear. 




Don't hang it yourself. In most cases, it's a good idea to hire a Geek Squad 
(www.bestbuy.com) pro to hang your HDTV. To successfully install a wall 
mount on drywall requires the right bracket, a correct wall stud alignment, 
and a reliable attachment between the TV and its bracket. Brick, plaster, or cin- 
derblocks provide an even greater challenge. Best Buy's Geek Squad offers afford- 
able installation services and usually guarantees its work. So, unless you're willing 
to bet your big new investment on your carpentry skills, bring in the experts. 

Make yourself at home. Your living room setup is different from a ware- 
house filled with walls of shimmering televisions. In order to get the most 
realistic impressions of HDTVs at the store, take advantage of retailers' ef- 
forts to re-create home environments. Try to preview your prospective pur- 
chase in these settings and bring a few of your favorite DVDs to see how they 
look on different HDTV models before making any final decisions. 

Choose the right sized TV. A small room with a couch near the TV means you 
should buy a small HDTV; a large room with plenty of seating requires a big 
screen. To calculate optimal screen size, use the three-to-five rule. Measure the 
distance, in feet, from your TV to your chair. Multiply the number by 3 and then 
by 5. Those numbers are the minimum and maximum screen sizes, measured in di- 
agonal inches, for that space. 

Fine-tune color. There's more to a brilliant, sharp picture than resolution; color 
reproduction and calibration make a difference, too. When you're browsing 
HDTVs, be sure the colors are consistently true to life. Blacks shouldn't appear 
gray, bright areas shouldn't wash away detail, and high-paced action scenes 
shouldn't have jagged edges. Calibration ensures your HDTVs settings will be better 
than the showroom settings. Consider a professional calibration service (such as 
Geek Squad), which uses special equipment otherwise unavailable to consumers. 
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HOME THEATER 



A 



MITSUBISHI 
ELECTRIC 

DIGITAL TELEVISIONS 



LCD TV 

Vivid Color Slim Frame 




Mitsubishi 244 Series 
Diamond 1080p LCD 
Flat Panel HDTVs 
(LT-46244/LT-52244) 

MSRPs: 46-inch model $3,299.98 
52-inch model $3,799.98 

SKUs: 8500721 (46-inch model) 
8500801 (52-inch model) 

www.mitsubishi-tv.com 



Quick Overview 

More color for a more colorful image. Mitsubi- 
shi is taking color to a new level with x.v.Color™ 
support and Mitsubishi's Full Spectrum Color.™ 
x.v.Color™, a new standard for HDTV, enables 
80% more color than standard HDTV. Mitsu- 
bishi's Full Spectrum Color™ results in 25% more 
color than standard LCD. The result is breath- 
taking realism with vivid, yet natural color with- 
out compromise. 

Perfect For 

With its ultra-thin frame and high-quality hidden 
speakers, the 244 Series is perfect for those who 
want a large screen that takes up little space. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 1 080p LCD flat-panel display 

• Full Spectrum Color™ results in 25% more color than standard LCDs 

• x.v.Color™, a new standard for HDTV, enables more color than ever before 

• Smooth120Hz™ minimizes motion blur 

• Plush 1080p* for both unsurpassed detail in over 2 million pixels and 
for bright, vibrant images 

• Tru1080p™ Processing keeps your signal the way it was meant to be seen 

• Color 4D Noise Reduction, PerfectColor™, and PerfecTint™ allow for 
additional advanced color processing and adjustment 

• Connectivity: Four HDMI, three component, two S-Video inputs 

Coolest Feature 

CableCARD slot. With the addition of a CableCARD slot, you can watch 
descrambled cable TV without a set-top box. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores (Magnolia Home Theater) and www.bestbuy.com 



FirstGlimpse 



First Glimpse / May 2008 17 



HOME THEATER 




LCD TV 

A Home Cinematic Experience 




Westinghouse 
TX-42F430S LCD 
HDTV 

MSRP: $1,199.99 

SKU: 8386285 

www.westinghousedigital.com 



Quick Overview 

Turn your home theater into the embodi- 
ment of cinema expression with the new TX- 
42F430S LCD HDTV from Westinghouse 
Digital. This display is not only an engineering 
marvel but designed with class and sophistica- 
tion, featuring subtle curves; a thin, 3.7-inch 
(without spine and base) housing; and a deep 
onyx bezel with brushed titanium accents. 

Perfect For 

If you crave an HDTV with a sophisticated 
design and the flexibility of six HD inputs- 
four HDMI, then look no further than the 
TX-42F430S LCD HDTV. 



Outstanding Benefits 

. 42-inch, 1080p LCD HDTV with ATSC/NTSC/ClearQAM tuner 

• 1080Pure™— 1080p out of HD inputs including component 

• Supports all TV/Video formats (1080p, 1080i, 720p, 480p, 480i) 

• Autosource™ —automatically detects and switches to multiple video 
sources; enjoy the flexibility of connecting all of your HD devices to 
this LCD TV 

• Inputs include four HDMI, two HD compontents, one S-Video 

• E.Saver, a Westinghouse energy-saving mode, keeps the TV's power con- 
sumption below one watt when it's on standby or turned off 

Coolest Feature 

The Advanced Calibration Menu allows the users to make adjustments to 
calibration settings such as color temperature and video settings. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 



[FirstGlimpse 



18 May 2008 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



HOME THEATER 



A 



MITSUBISHI 
ELECTRIC 

DIGITAL TELEVISIONS" 



DLP® TV 

Live Your Entertainment, Don't Just Watch It 




Mitsubishi 65" 
SuperSlim 1080p DLP 

HDTV (WD-65735) 

MSRP: $1,999 

SKU: 8794566 

www.mitsubishi-tv.com 



Quick Overview 

The Mitsubishi experience is brought to life with 
the new 735 series DLP @ HDTVs. The 735 Series 
delivers an all-picture sensation that puts you in 
the middle of all the action. And with the 3D 
Ready feature, immersion in your entertainment 
is even more captivating. Watch from the 
sidelines as your favorite team makes a game- 
winning play or stand back as your favorite film 
invades your living room. 

Perfect For 

The "more picture, less space" element of the 735 
Series makes it perfect for those who want a top- 
quality, large-screen HDTV in a smaller space. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 1080pDLP*display 

• Exclusive 6-Color Light Engine™ generates brighter colors, a wider range 
of colors, and whiter whites 

• x.v.Color™, a new standard for HDTV, enables more color than ever before 

• Color 4D Noise Reduction, PerfectColor™, and PerfectTint™ allow for 
additional advanced color processing and adjustment 

• Tru1080p™ Processing keeps your signal the way it was meant to be seen 

• Video modes: Brilliant / Bright / Natural / Game 

• 3D Ready: Immerse yourself in your favorite game, movie, or event 

• Connectivity: three HDMI and three component 

Coolest Feature 

The front USB photo input allows you to enjoy your favorite photos on 
the big screen. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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HOME THEATER 




Speakers 

Delight Your Senses 




Mirage Prestige 5 
Home Theater 
System 

MSRP: $1,248 (as shown) 

SKUs: 8318162 (speakers) 
7478455 (subwoofer) 

www.miragespeakers.com 



Quick Overview 

The Mirage Prestige 5 speaker system is pre- 
mium, attractive, and ideal for use in small 
spaces. This 5-channel system boldly produces 
360 degrees of audio brilliance. It directs sound 
toward you by using walls, ceilings, and other 
surfaces to reflect sound, resulting in an en- 
veloping experience like no other. 

Perfect For 

The Prestige 5 is a premium entertainment 
setup for those who desire a home-theater 
system with compact dimensions, exquisite 
style, and dynamic sound performance. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Clean, sophisticated, high-gloss black lacquer finish 

• Great for wall mounting or shelf placement 

• Four satellite speakers for main channel and surround-sound use 

• Center channel delivers crisp dialogue with powerful impact 

• Patented Omniguide technology creates a 360-degree pattern of sound 

• Each satellite speaker matches the depth of today's flat-panel TVs 

• 5-channel Prestige package retails for $899 

• Recommended black Omni S8 subwoofer sold separately for $349 

Coolest Feature 

The Prestige 5 distributes uniform tonal balance, making your entire 
room the sweet spot. Regardless of where you sit, you've got the best seat 
in the house. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores (Magnolia Home Theater) and www.bestbuy.com 
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Logitech 



Universal Remote 

Replace All Your Other Remotes With Just One 




Logitech® Harmony® One 
Advanced Universal 
Remote 

MSRP: $249.99 

SKU: 8631411 

www.logitech.com 



Quick Overview 

Are you still using half a dozen remotes to 
watch just one movie? Is everyone else in your 
family still relying on that cheat sheet to use the 
home entertainment system? Bring more har- 
mony to your home with a Logitech® Harmony® 
One Advanced Universal Remote. So advanced 
yet so simple to set up and use, it replaces all 
those other remotes and allows everyone to 
easily access all their favorite entertainment. 

Perfect For 

The Logitech Harmony® One Remote lets fami- 
lies control all of their entertainment devices 
from a single remote. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Full-color touchscreen gives you easy, one-touch access to entertain- 
ment activities 

Sculpted, backlit buttons are easy to find and allow you to manage 
your home entertainment, even in the dark 

New design fits comfortably in your hand so you can relax and enjoy 
your home entertainment 

Built-in rechargeable lithium-ion battery; battery level indicator lets 
you know when it's time to recharge the remote 
Works with 225,000 devices from over 5,000 manufacturers 

Coolest Feature 

Now just one remote controls all your home entertainment. Just think 
how happy your family will be! 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores (Magnolia Home Theater) and www.bestbuy.com 
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HOME THEATER 



Home Theater Furniture 

Classic Look With Unexpected Innovation 





BDI Novia Series 
8428 Cocoa Double 
Wide Cabinet for 32- 
to 55-inch TVs 

MSRP: $1,595 

SKU: 705176842828 

www.bdiusa.com 



Quick Overview 

The Novia series TV stand has a classic, elegant 
look that will complement any home. Hidden 
under the impressive exterior are several 
unique, modern features. The Novia cabinet 
includes a neat wire management and inte- 
grated ventilation system to keep your elec- 
tronics organized and cool. Bring both 
traditional styling and modern conveniences 
to your home with the Novia series TV stand. 

Perfect For 

The Novia 8428 is perfect for anyone who 
wants to combine elegant style and excellent 
features. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Open, flow-through ventilation to prolong component life 

Hidden wheels for easy unit movement 

Integrated wire management 

Integrates a gaming station with wire management 

Flip-down door for easy access to a multifunction compartment 

Coolest Feature 

The Novia modernizes this simple design with features that include wire 
management to keep your home theater neat and organized. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores (Magnolia Home Theater) and www.bestbuy.com 
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HOME THEATER 



Multi-Room Music System 
Fill Your House With Music 



(SONO S; 




I 



000 



Sonos Bundle 130 

Includes ZP80, ZP1 00, 
Sonos Controller 

MSRP: $999 

SKU: 8343599 

www.sonos.com 



Quick Overview 

The Sonos® Multi-Room Music System wirelessly 
plays all your favorite songs all over your house. 
Just put ZonePlayers™ wherever you want music 
and use the full-color Sonos Controller to in- 
stantly play any song in any room. 

Perfect For 

Sonos is designed for music lovers— whether 
you have a digital music collection stored on a 
computer or not. Sonos also lets you find and 
play millions of songs from online music services 
like the Best Buy Digital Music Store. Plus, it 
comes with free 30-day trials to Rhapsody® and 
SIRIUS®. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Multi-room music. Amplified and nonamplified ZonePlayers let you 

play music in rooms with or without existing audio equipment. 

Wireless that works. Control everything from the palm of your hand. 

ZonePlayers work wirelessly all over the house.* 

Musical freedom. Play the same song in different rooms or different 

songs in different rooms— simultaneously. 

Simple setup. No network protocols to configure or PC required. 

Expandable and updateable. Expand to 32 rooms and get new feature 

updates automatically. 

Coolest Feature 

The Sonos Controller gives you instant access to all your favorite music 
and all your rooms from the palm of your hand. Browse music libraries, 
search for songs, view album art, select zones, and more. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 

* One ZonePlayer must be connected to a router, and all the rest will work wirelessly. 
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Which LCD TV Is Best For You? 

o you've decided to get an LCD TV. The next step is deciding which LCD TV to invest in. With all the models on today's market, 
you want to be sure the model you pick out is the best for you and your family. Refer to this chart for further help when shopping. 



Size 



Dimensions; 
Weight** 



Native 
resolution 



Viewing 
angle 



Inputs 



Outputs 



What It Means 



The diagonal 
measurement of 
the TV's screen 



Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the TV 
weighs 



A fixed TV reso- 
lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 



The maximum 
angle at which 
the viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 



Inputs let you 
connect your 
components to 
your TV 



Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to pe- 
ripherals, such as 
audio to speakers 




Insignia 
NS-LCD42HD 

MSRP: $996.99* 
SKU 8463076 



42 inches 



28.6x41. 4x 
4.1 inches; 
56.1 pounds 



1080p 



1 78 degrees 



2HDMI;2 
component; 1 
S-Video; 2 com- 
posite; 1 PC 



2 audio 



Westinghouse 
TX-42F430S 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 8386285 



42 inches 



27x42.2x5.5 
inches; 61.1 
pounds 



1080p 



1 76 degrees 



4HDMI;2 
component; 
1 S-Video; 1 
RF 



2 audio 




LG 42LG30 

MSRP: $1,399.95* 
SKU 8749401 



42 inches 



26.4x40.7x 
3.6 inches; 
46.3 pounds 



720p 



1 78 degrees 



3 H DM I; 3 com- 
ponent; 1 S- 
Video; 1 PC; 1 
composite 



3 audio 




HP LC4776N 

MSRP: $1,899.99* 
SKU 8346998 



47 inches 



29.3x44.4x 
5.4 inches; 
66 pounds 



1080p 



1 76 degrees 



3 H DM I; 2 com- 
ponent; 2 S- 
Video; 1 PC; 1 
antenna 



2 audio 




Sharp AQUOS 
LG42D64U 

MSRP: $2,099.99* 
SKU 8500918 



42 inches 



25.44x39.53x 
3.75 inches; 
48.5 pounds 



1080p 



1 76 degrees 



3HDMI;2 
component; 1 
S-Video; 3 com- 
posite; 1 PC 



1 audio 




Mitsubishi Diamond 46 inches 
LT-46244 

MSRP: $3,299.98* 4& 
SKU 8500721 



26.9x42.3x 
5.6 inches; 
63.3 pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



4HDMI;3 
component; 
2 S-Video; 2 
composite 



2 audio 




Sony Bravia 
KDL-40XBR4 

MSRP: $2,299.99* 
SKU 8460257 



40 inches 



25.9x43.7x 
4.8 inches; 
58 pounds 



1080p 



1 78 degrees 



3HDMI;2 
component; 1 
S-Video; 3 com- 
posite; 1 PC 



2 audio 




Toshiba 
42RV530U 

MSRP: $1,299.99* 
SKU 8753743 



42 inches 



40.4x25.9x 
3.8 inches; 
48.4 pounds 
with stand 



1080p 



1 76 degrees 



4HDMI;2 
component; 1 
S-Video; 2 com- 
posite; 1 PC 



2 audio 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. **unless specified, this is without stand 
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Which Plasma TV Is Best For You? 

If you're planning on buying a plasma HDTV, it might be hard to decide on one just by looking at a wall of gorgeous sets. Refer to 
this chart for further help when shopping. 









Size 


Dimensions; 
Weight** 


Native 
resolution 


Viewing 
angle 


Inputs 


Outputs 


What It Means 


The diagonal 
measurement 
of the TV's 
screen 


Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the TV 
weighs 


A fixed TV reso- 
lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 


The maximum 
angle at which 
the viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 


Inputs let you 
connect your 
components to 
your TV 


Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to pe- 
ripherals, such as 
audio to speakers 




1 - 


Hitachi P60X901 

MSRP: $6,999.98* 
SKU 8507387 


60 inches 


37.6x59.4x6.2 
inches; 162 
pounds 


1080p 


1 70 degrees 


3HDMI;2 
component; 
1 S-Video; 2 
composite 


3 audio 


Ufcfv. 


Insignia NS-PDP50 

MSRP: $1,299.99* 
SKU 8454996 


50 inches 


32x51.4x4.2 
inches; 95 
pounds 


720p 


N/A 


2HDMI;2 
component; 
1 S-Video; 1 
RF; 1 PC 


1 audio 


If 
Iffy 


LG 60PY3D 

MSRP: $5,399.95* 
SKU 8378677 


60 inches 


37.8x63.5x4.6 
inches; 142.4 
pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


3HDMI;2 
component; 
2 S-Video; 2 
PC; 1 RF 


3 audio 


fejjft* 


Panasonic 
TH-50PX80U 

MSRP: $1,699.95* 
SKU 8723045 


50 inches 


31.1x47.6x 
3.7 inches; 
76.8 pounds 


720p 


N/A 


3HDMI;2 
composite; 
2 S-Video; 
2 audio 


1 audio; 1 
video 


^|HL**^h9u 


Panasonic 
TH-42PX80U 

MSRP: $1,199.95* 
SKU 8722448 


42 inches 


26.7x40.2x 
3.7 inches; 
56.7 pounds 


720p 


N/A 


3HDMI;2 
component; 
2 composite; 
2 SA/ideo 


2 audio 




Pioneer 
PDP-5080HD 

MSRP: $2,500* 
SKU 8378739 


50 inches 


31.3x48.2x4.5 
inches; 76.7 
pounds 


720p 


1 78 degrees 


4HDMI;2 
component; 1 
S-Video; 3 com- 
posite; 1 PC; 
2RF 


2 audio 


H 




Pioneer 
PRO110FD 

MSRP: $6,000* 
SKU 8483651 


50 inches 


28.4x56.8x4.7 
inches; 90 
pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDAAI; 2 compo- 
nent; 3 composite; 
1 S-Video; 1 PC; 
2RF 


3 audio; 3 
video 


IfciJ 




Samsung 
FP-T5894W 

MSRP: $4,599.99* 
SKU 8580822 


58 inches 


33x57.7x3.9 
inches; 59 
pounds 


1080p 


175 degrees 


3HDMI;2 
RF; 1 S-Video; 
2 compo- 
nent; 2 A/V 


2 audio 


r 


10 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. **without stand 
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The Young Shutterbugs 

Appropriate Camera Features For Your Child 




Df you have a budding pho- 
tographer in your family, 
there's no better gift than 
a digital camera. And be- 
cause there are a variety of 
affordable digital cameras, 
you should be able to encourage your 
child's creativity without breaking the 
bank. Consider the following when 
shopping for a digital camera for your 
son or daughter. 

Ages 8 To 10 

Children this age love taking pictures 
outside, which means they'll regularly 
be carrying the camera around. For 
this reason, look for a digital camera 
that features a durable, rubberized 
body to help protect it from drops and 
scratches. Because the lens is the most 
important piece of the camera, con- 
sider models with a built-in lens cap 
that automatically opens when you 
turn the camera on and closes when 



you turn it off. A camera with basic 
buttons for viewing images, deleting 
pictures, and changing camera settings 
(such as from still images to video) 
helps kids use the digital camera 
without frustration. Models that offer 
an ergonomic side grip also make it 
easier for kids to hold the camera and 
capture steady shots. 

Ages 11 &12 

Tech-savvy tweens aren't intimidated 
by the process of transferring pictures 
and videos, and a digital camera that 
captures still shots, as well as video, of- 
fers a greater "cool" factor. Some dig- 
ital cameras can also function as a 
portable media player, so tweens can 
carry one device for all of their digital 
media needs. Kids ages 11 to 12 will 
likely use the preset shooting modes 
available on a digital camera, so look 
for a model that offers a wide selec- 
tion. These modes will let your tween 



optimize the camera's settings in a va- 
riety of situations. 

Ages 13 & 14 

Adolescents are concerned about 
fashion, as well as functionality, and 
the type of technology they carry is 
often seen as a status symbol. Your 
teen may already have a specific digi- 
tal camera in mind, so we suggest you 
involve him or her in the purchasing 
decision to make certain you find a 
suitable model. Because adolescents 
may often take pictures of friends, look 
for a digital camera that offers auto- 
matic face detection, which allows the 
camera to set a focus that best cap- 
tures people's faces. Automatic red- 
eye removal is another feature that can 
help improve the appearance of your 
photo subjects. 

Ages 15 & 16 

From multimedia school projects to 
snapping images of friends, high school- 
ers have a lot of uses for a digital camera. 
If image quality is important to your 
teen, consider a digital camera that fea- 
tures some type of image stabilization 
that will reduce motion blur caused by 
camera shake or subject movement. For 
those with an artistic flair, look for 
camera models with built-in photo ef- 
fects, such as sepia, black and white, and 
watercolor. If your teen has a strong in- 
terest in photography, an advanced 
model that features a few manual 
shooting modes can help her learn some 
technical aspects of photography. B3 

by Nathan Lake 
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External Flash For D-SLRs 



Improve Your Photos With Light 




ost D-SLR owners are 
thrilled with the pic- 
tures they take using 
their camera's manual 
settings, fast shutter 
speeds, and numer- 
ous controls. However, you may not 
know that those pictures could look even 
better than they already do with the help 
of an external flash. 



Many Benefits 

An external flash adds benefits to 
your camera that can lead to even 
better pictures than those taken 
with the built-in pop-up flash. 

Great distances. The built-in flash 
on most D-SLRs illuminates sub- 
jects within 10 to 15 feet of the 
camera, whereas an external flash 
reaches over 50 feet. The extra dis- 
tance provided by an external flash 
results in more evenly lit pictures 
than you'd get with a pop-up flash. 
In addition, external flashes let you 
adjust the power of the flash to 
produce the correct amount of 
light regardless of whether your 
subject is 5 feet or 30 feet away. All 
of us have taken washed-out pic- 
tures of our friends and family. By 
delivering the correct amount of 
light each time, an external flash 
ensures your family's smiling faces 
are exposed correctly. 

Better shadows and textures. By ad- 
justing the quantity of light released 
from an external flash, you can de- 
liver light to the areas of the photo 
that need it most. This results in 



softer shadows and eliminates the harsh, 
black duplicate of your subject on back- 
ground objects. Also, because an ex- 
ternal flash releases just the right 
amount of light and doesn't wash out 
textures, you'll see all the cute wrinkles 
of your Shar Pei's face. When you have 
too little light, your subjects' faces may 
take on an orange or even green hue. 
With an external flash, skin tones are 




Our D-SLR' s built-in flash barely reached these 
subjects; when it did, it produced unnatural skin 
tones and unnecessary shadows. 




Using the Canon Speedlite 430EX, the same image is 
evenly lit with more accurate skin tones. 



smooth and evenly colored, so your sub- 
jects look natural. 



Rotate light. A built-in flash releases 
light aimed directly at your subject. 
This can wash out your subject and/or 
produce dark edges of a photo. With an 
external flash, you can bounce light off 
the ceiling or wall for more flattering ef- 
fects. For example, the Canon Speedlite 
430EX ($299.99; www.canon.com) 
bounces light upward at a 90-de- 
gree angle and swivels 90 degrees 
to the right and 180 degrees to 
the left. With this range of mo- 
tion, you can bounce light from 
nearly any angle. 

Reduce red-eye. External flashes 
connect to your camera via the 
hot shoe mount that's located on 
the top of the camera or through 
a cable. Regardless, the flash is lo- 
cated farther from your camera's 
lens than a pop-up flash. This extra 
distance helps eliminate red-eye in 
portrait shots. 

Make Sure It's 
Compatible 

Although the benefits of an external 
flash are universal, the flashes them- 
selves are not. When shopping for a 
flash, look for a model built specifi- 
cally for your camera. For example, 
the Olympus FL-50 ($499.99; www 
.olympusamerica.com) will work 
with the Olympus Evolt E-510 
($749.99), but it will not work with a 
Canon or Nikon D-SLR. IZ3 

by Jennifer Johnson 
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Digital 
Camcorders 

5 Must- Have Accessories 



Prices for digital camcorders continue to fall as picture quality increases, which is es- 
pecially good news for first-time camcorder buyers. As a first-time buyer, you may 
not have a good idea of what else to include in your camcorder budget. Here are a 
few accessories we consider must-haves. B3 



E 



by Theano Nikitas 



D 




A bag protects your camcorder from potential hard 

knocks. Whether you have tons of DV gear or only the 

minimum, a camera bag or case is probably one of the 

most important investments you'll make. Obviously, a 
well-padded bag (or a hard case if you need to check your 
equipment when flying or are taking your gear out on a boat) will protect your 
camera from bumps and bruises. At the same time, a camera bag can serve as a 
home for your DV gear; stow all your equipment and accessories in the bag, and 
you won't have to turn the house upside-down to find that cable or extra DV tape. 







UV filters are an inexpensive way to keep your lens scratch free. If your cam- 
corder has a threaded lens, you might want to invest in a UV (ultraviolet) 
filter. Some people use a UV filter to protect the lens from scratches, as well 
as dirt, sand, and other outdoor photo hazards because it's much 

Oless expensive to replace a filter than a lens or camera. And, since 
the filter cuts down on UV light, you'll get clearer and more de- 
tailed footage when you're shooting in high-UV conditions, 
such as in the mountains, so those great landscape shots will 
look even more impressive. 



s 



A tripod holds your camcorder steady so guests don't get sick when they 
watch your vacation video. You may have smooth moves on the dance floor, 
but can any of us really say that we can hold a camcorder as steadily as we'd 
like to? Probably not. That's where a tripod comes in. A tripod that's sturdy 
enough to hold the weight of the camcorder (check the specs) 
and equipped with a three-way pan/tilt head (the head is the 
part the camera is attached to) will allow you to smoothly pan 
the action as your daughter runs up the field to score her win- 
ning soccer goal or to follow the path of a bird from the tree up 
to the sky as it disappears from view. And, if you want a static, 
steady shot, just put the camera on the tripod, press record, 
and let it run — just make sure to place the camera and tripod 
out of harm's way, especially at parties and other group events. 




Experiment with different 
lens adapters, such as wide- 
angle or telephoto. Digital 
camcorders usually have 
a much broader zoom range 
than digital still cameras, but if 
the zoom range isn't broad 
enough and your camcorder 
accepts accessory lenses, pick 
up a wide-angle or telephoto 
adapter lens. A wide-angle lens 
is great for tight spots, espe- 
cially when you're indoors at a 
party where you may be too 
close to your subjects to get 
the full view 
you'd like. A 
telephoto lens, 
of course, al- 
lows you to get 
closer to sub- 
jects that are 
far away, such as players on the 
field at sporting events or in 
rugged terrain when you're 
searching out wildlife. 




@ 



Spare batteries ensure that 
you'll be able to continue 
shooting your son's base- 
ball game, even when it 
goes into extra innings. There 
are times when you'll want to 
shoot video in the best quality 
for a fairly continuous amount 
of time, which 
can drain the 
battery. Re- 
charging the 
battery takes 
time that you 
may not have. It's a good idea 
to have a fully charged, back- 
up battery in your case so you 
don't miss any of the action — 
whether it's the grand finale of 
your daughter's piano recital, 
the final, exciting inning of 
your son's baseball game, or 
the last hour of your family's 
vacation to Disney World. 
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Digital 
Cameras 

Top 5 Things To Know 




igital camera prices have dropped dramatically in the 
last few years, but that doesn't mean buying your 
first— or even second— digital camera is an insignifi- 
cant investment. Here are some important things to 
keep in mind as you shop; they'll help you make in- 
formed decisions when choosing a digicam. E3 



by Theano Nikitas 



Optical Zoom Range 

What is the optical zoom range of the lens? You'll 
only want to pay attention to optical zoom 
range; don't count the digital zoom, which does 
nothing more than crop the image to make it ap- 
pear "closer" and may degrade image quality. 
A zoom goes from wide angle, which is good 
for landscapes, to telephoto, which is good for 
photographing distant subjects. Although most 
point-and-shoot cameras offer limited options in 
wide angle, there are many choices for telephoto. 
Choose a zoom that best fits your needs. 



LCD Size 

What is the size and resolution of the LCD? 
Although a 2-inch LCD is perfectly usable, most 
digital cameras are equipped with 2. 5-inch or 
even 3-inch LCDs, which generally make it easier 
to compose a shot, read camera menus, and re- 
view images. On the downside, larger LCDs will 
drain batteries faster than smaller ones. Also, 
check the LCD resolution in pixels; 115,000 is us- 
able, but 235,000 will be sharper. 




There are two things to keep in mind when it comes to batteries: battery 
type and battery life. Many digicams use proprietary, rechargeable Li-Ion 
batteries and come with a charger, whereas other cameras include one-time 
use AA batteries. While AA batteries are ubiquitous, alkaline and other non- 
rechargeable batteries will eventually need to be discarded and replaced. A 
more economical, environmentally sound solution is to use NiMH recharge- 
able AA batteries and a charger. Your camera's battery life is generally rated 
according to CIPA (Camera & Imaging Products Association) standards, 
which will give you the average amount of photos you can shoot on one 
battery charge. CIPA ratings can be found on manufacturers' Web sites, and 
the higher the CIPA rating a camera has, the better. 



i| Media Card 

What type of memory card does the camera use? Most digital cameras — 
including sub-$1,000 D-SLRs — use SD cards, which come in different ca- 
pacities and speeds. The number of images you can fit on a card depends 
on the camera's megapixels and resolution and the quality at which you 
shoot. Determining how many images you want to put on the card will 
help decide what capacity you need. If your camera's SDHC (Secure 
Digital High Capacity)-compatible, it'll work with high-capacity SD cards. 
Only cameras with an SDHC designation (look on the manufacturer's 
Web site) are capable of using a card with more than a 2GB capacity. 



Print Sizes 

What is the largest size print you can 
make from your camera? More mega- 
pixels doesn't mean better pictures; 
megapixels affect how large you can 
print an image. If you don't want large 
prints, then a many-megapixel camera is 
a waste of money and storage space 



(more megapixels mean larger file sizes). 
To determine your needs, figure out how 
large you want to print your images. 
Multiply the dimensions (in inches) of 
the print you'd like to make by either 
200ppi (pixels per inch) or 300ppi. The 
ppi indicates the print resolution of the 



image, and either 200ppi or 300ppi will 
produce good results. To make an 8x10 
print at 200ppi, you'll need a file that 
measures 1,600 x 2,000 pixels or a 3.2MP 
camera (1,600 x 2,000 = 3,200,000). Using 
the same math, the ideal camera resolu- 
tion for an 8x10 print at 300ppi is 7.2MP. 
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Are You Ready 

For A Digital-SLR Camera? 

If You're Thinking About A Compact Camera, 
You May Want To Think Again 




Bor an undecided camera 
shopper, the competitive 
prices for compact models 
may be attractive. For a little 
extra, though, you can cross 
into digital-SLR territory, 
where even the entry-level models can 
deliver professional-looking photos. Here 
are a few reasons to consider a D-SLR. 

Photo Quality 

Although a D-SLR's size has portability 
drawbacks, the reward is image quality. 

First, a D-SLR has a larger image sensor 
than a compact. A 10MP D-SLR and a 
10MP compact camera may sound equi- 
valent, but there's another, less obvious, 
factor at work here. In order to pack the 
same number of pixels into less surface 



area, the pixels have to be smaller, and 
with pixels, bigger is better: The exposure 
is likely to be more accurate, with a 
greater dynamic range of light to dark 
areas. The extra light sensitivity means 
you may not have to use the flash as 
often. There's also less electronic noise — 
colored speckles that sometimes appear 
in a photo's shadowed areas. 

Second, a D-SLR's lens barrel could 
swallow the lens assembly of the av- 
erage compact model. Because the glass 
components in a D-SLR lens are bigger 
and ground to more precise specifica- 
tions than compact models, they'll de- 
liver sharper photos. 

With a D-SLR, you'll have creative op- 
tions beyond what compacts typically 
furnish. In addition to providing manual 



control over aperture size, shutter 
speed, etc., most D-SLRs allow tricks 
such as leaving the shutter open for 
long, time-lapse exposures. 

Also, D-SLRs operate faster than point- 
and-shoots. They tend to focus and 
zoom more rapidly, there's almost zero 
shutter lag, and they're usually better at 
shooting rapid-fire sequences, so you're 
more likely to capture that perfect mo- 
ment before it's gone. 

You can change a D-SLR's lens whenever 
you want and supplement your general- 
purpose lens with specialized models, 
from extreme wide-angle to extreme 
telephoto. The Olympus EVOLT E-510 
($749.99; www.olympusamerica.com) is 
the rare camera that automatically in- 
cludes both types of lenses with the body. 

A D-SLR is also more likely than a com- 
pact to let you add an accessory flash for 
more flexibility and power than the built- 
in flash provides. Depending on your D- 
SLR and its flash, you may be able to use 
the flash while detached from the camera 
body, which will give you greater control 
over lighting direction and potentially 
more depth to your flash photos. 

If you're not quite ready for total control, 
use the automatic mode. D-SLRs operate 
as easily as a compact camera in auto 
mode, so you won't have to tackle the ad- 
vanced features until you're ready. E3 

by Brian Hodge 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



JVC 

The Perfect Experience 



Camcorder 

Ultra-Compact, Full HD Quality 




JVC HD Everio 
GZ-HD6 Hard Disk 
Camcorder 

MSRP: $1,399.99 

SKU: 8696645 

www.jvc.com 



Quick Overview 

The new HD Everio offers industry-leading 
picture quality in a dramatically reduced size. 
The advanced features provide the best possible 
image quality, while the various shooting assist 
functions, user-friendly manual controls, and 
one-finger stick control make for easy operation. 
Plus, the GZ-HD6 comes with software for 
editing, including DVD and Blu-ray Disc 
authoring for Windows® and plug-ins for Mac. 

Perfect For 

The HD Everio GZ-HD6 is perfect for experienced 
or novice videographers looking to record full HD 
video with a compact, easy-to-use camcorder. 



Outstanding Benefits 

HD Gigabrid Engine delivers full HD 1,920 x 1,080 recording 

1080p 60 frames per second output via HDMI 1.3 with x.v.Color™ 

120GB internal hard disk drive for up to 24 hours of HD recording 

10X optical/200X digital zoom 

Fujinon Professional HD lens for ultimate image quality 

3CCD with Pixel Shift Technology for superior color reproduction 

Optical image stabilization for a steady shot without quality loss 

2.8-inch widescreen clear LCD minimizes reflections and glare 

SDHC/SD slot for extra storage 

Coolest Feature 

Power-linked operation automatically turns on the camera when you 
open the LCD so you can shoot right away, and it turns off the camera 
when you close the LCD so you won't waste power. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Canon 



Camcorder 

Performance, Style & Convenience 




Canon FS1 00 Flash 
Memory Camcorder 

MSRP: $399 

SKU: 8739911 (blue) 
8732598 (silver) 
8739939 (red) 

www.usa.canon.com 



Quick Overview 

With the Canon FS100 Flash Memory Cam- 
corder, you will always enjoy the stunning video 
that is captured from this ultra-compact cam- 
corder. The FS100 allows you to record high- 
quality video directly to a removable SDHC 
memory card, making it easy to share those spe- 
cial moments with friends and family. In addi- 
tion to all its amazing features, the FS100 is 
available in three brilliant colors: Moonstone 
Silver, Sapphire Blue, and Garnet Wine. 

Perfect For 

It's ideal for those who want to shoot high- 
quality video with a sleek, portable camcorder. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Record high-quality video directly to an SDHC memory card 

• Get closer and wider while preserving image quality with genuine 
Canon 48X Advanced Zoom 

• 1 .07 megapixel CCD Image sensor for crisp, clear images 

• DIGIC DV II Image Processor for superior color and clarity 

• Intelligent lithium-ion battery displays how much recording time you 
have left down to the minute 



Coolest Feature 

With the FS100, sharing your memories has never been easier. Record 
videos directly to an SDHC memory card, then pop it in to your com- 
puter or HDTV to easily share memories with friends and family. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 



[FirstGlimpse 



32 May 2008 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



DIGITAL IMAGING 



Canon 



Digital Camera 

Every Shade Of Individuality 




PowerShotSDHOOIS 
Digital ELPH 

MSRP: $249.99 

SKU: 8742239 (silver) 
8742275 (gold) 
8742257 (pink) 
8739957 (brown) 
8739948 (blue) 

www.powershot.com 



Quick Overview 

Color communicates. It introduces you before 
you say a word, making the Canon PowerShot 
SD1100 IS Digital ELPH the ultimate image- 
maker. Five fashion-forward hues expressed in 
aluminum add a new burst of excitement to 
Canon's Perpetual Curve design. Of course, a 
camera that brings out the best in you also de- 
livers Canon's most advanced technology fea- 
tures. Call it style with substance, for a new level 
of picture-taking pleasure. 

Perfect For 

The person who wants her camera and its pic- 
tures to have the same individuality she does. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Refined and stylish 8AAP Digital ELPH with 3X optical zoom and Optical 
Image Stabilizer. 

• Enhanced Canon Face Detection Technology automatically sets focus, 
exposure, flash, and white balance for greater shooting freedom. 

• 2.5-inch PureColor LCD II for bright, accurate color with better viewing 
from wide angles. 

• Print/Share Button for easy direct printing and downloading, plus ID 
Photo Print and Movie Print with select PIXMA Photo Printers and 
SELPHY Compact Photo Printers. 

Coolest Feature 

Motion Detection Technology automatically reduces blur by calculating 
subject movement and selecting ideal ISO settings. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



OLYMPUS 



Digital Camera 

Tough Enough For Everyday Life 




Olympus 
Stylus 850 SW 

MSRP: $299.99 

SKU: 8696128 

www.olympusamerica.com 



Quick Overview 

Whether you take this camera to the beach, 
to the slopes, or just out on the town, its all- 
weather design will keep it safe from harm. 
Packed into its durable exterior are powerful 
image-enhancing features, including face 
detection and image stabilization, to ensure 
that every shot comes out looking great. 

Perfect For 

The Stylus 850 SW is designed for active people 
who want a tough camera that can keep up 
with their on-the-go lifestyles. Incredibly dur- 
able, sleek, and stylish, the Stylus 850 SW is a 
must-have vacation and party accessory. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Shockproof (5 feet)— rugged metal body and revolutionary shock- 
absorbing construction 

• Waterproof (10 feet)— waterproof seals and gaskets allow you take un- 
derwater movies and pictures 

• Freezeproof (14°F)— winterized to perform at sub-freezing temperatures 

• 8MP CCD— take vibrant, high-resolution photos 

• 3x optical/5x digital zoom— take close-up shots from a distance 

• 2.5-inch HyperCrystal™ LCD— anti-glare technology and wide viewing 
angle 

Coolest Feature 

Waterproof (10 feet). Don't just take it to the pool, take it in the pool. 
Innovative waterproof seals and gaskets allow you to take amazing under- 
water pictures and movies in the pool or even in the ocean. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



OLYMPUS 



Digital Camera 

The Camera That Redefines Tough 



tn 




Olympus 
Stylus 1030 SW 

MSRP: $399.99 

SKU: 8696137 

www.olympusamerica.com 



Quick Overview 

The Stylus 1030 SW's powerful image- 
enhancing features, including face detection, 
image stabilization, and TruePic III image 
processing, are housed within a durable, all- 
weather exterior that you can take safely to the 
slopes, to the beach, or practically anywhere for 
amazing shots wherever you go. 

Perfect For 

The shockproof, waterproof, freezeproof, and 
dustproof design gives active people the confi- 
dence to take this camera anywhere and shoot 
in nearly any condition. Great for divers, surfers, 
rafters, skiers, and anyone with an active lifestyle. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Shockproof (6.6 feet)— durable metal body, floating circuit board, and 
innovative shock-absorbing construction 

• Waterproof (33 feet)— revolutionary system of waterproof seals and 
gaskets keeps water out as deep as 33 feet 

• Freezeproof (14°F)— winterized to perform at sub-freezing temperatures 

• Crushproof (220 pounds of pressure)— rugged body and reinforced LCD 

• 10.1 MP CCD— take vibrant, high-resolution photos 

• 3.6x Wide-Angle Zoom Lens (28-1 02mm equivalent)— wider field of view 
with 3.6x optical/5x digital zoom 

• 2.7" HyperCrystal™ II LCD— increased visibility in direct sunlight 

Coolest Feature 

Crushproof. This camera's rugged body and reinforced LCD withstands 
up to 220 pounds of pressure so your camera and images are protected. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



FUJSfILM 



Digital Camera 

What Color Is Your Style? 




Fujifilm FinePix Z20fc/ 

MSRP: $179.99 

SKU: 8738752 (red) 

www.fujifilmusa.com/digitalcanriera 



Quick Overview 

Ultra-compact and ultra-stylish, the FinePix 
Z20fd digital camera fits into your digital 
lifestyle. With features such as 10-megapixel 
power, face detection with auto red-eye re- 
moval, one-touch MPEG-4 Movie Recording, 
and Dual Blog Mode, the Z20fd fits into your 
world to capture all the action. And in four hot 
colors, there's a Z for everyone's style. 

Perfect For 

The Z20fd is perfect for when you want to 
look great and capture great pictures. It lets 
you capture all the action under any condi- 
tion and easily share it with your friends. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 1 0-Megapixel power for sharp and clear images 

• Fujinon 3X Optical Zoom and 5.7X Digital Zoom 

• 2.5-inch LCD makes it easy to frame and share your images 

• Face detection with automatic red-eye removal finds up to 10 faces 

• Picture Stabilization helps eliminate blurry pictures 

• In playback mode, run slideshows, zoom in, and create portraits of de- 
tected faces in the picture 

Coolest Feature 

With a one-touch movie button, you can capture MPEG-4 movies fast 
and upload them even faster. Successive Movie lets you combine mul- 
tiple scenes in a single clip and then edit the beginning and ending 
points. Dual Blog Mode lets your record in hi-res, then copy and resize it 
in camera for easy Web uploads. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Kodak 



Digital Camera 

Taking Great Pictures Is Just The Beginning 




Kodak EasyShare 
V1273 

MSRP: $279.95 

SKU: 8796519 

www.kodak.com 





=^\ 





X 







Quick Overview 

Kodak has combined the power of 12MP with 
a 3X optical zoom lens and optical image stabi- 
lization to help you get crisp, clear pictures. The 
EasyShare V1273 makes amazing quality prints 
to display or share with friends and family. 

Perfect For 

The EasyShare V1273 offers advanced features 
and plenty of shooting modes for users who 
want to shoot and share true HD quality 
pictures and video. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Captures beautiful HD video and stills 

12MP with 3X optical zoom 

Face-detection technology 

Optical image stabilization delivers sharp pictures 

Multimedia slideshow, complete with music and effects 

Smart capture mode adjusts settings for virtually any environment 

View photos and video using the optional Kodak EasyShare HDTV Dock 

Coolest Feature 

3-inch touchscreen LCD for easy-to-use viewing, editing, and organization 
controls at your fingertips. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Digital Message Center 
Keep It All In One Place 



AUDIOVOX- 



miisaiion. 



y$r~^ Attack mtt$ and coupon on the wmwttit banter. 



j 




vJrttt a w*tt m 

tint er&smt 
yjfctt board. 




Store up to 100 
picture tm vtz 
5\Z Mb memory. 

ok the 7-inch LCt>. 



Fost audit* wiesmes on 
^he calendar, io they play 
on a specific day. 

Leave an audio wi&me 
wvth the buiit-in -microphone. 






Audiovox Audio 
homebase™ Message 
Center and Digital 
Picture Frame 

MSRP: $149.99 

SKU: 8755297 

www.audiovox.com 



Quick Overview 

Audiovox's Audio homebase™ Message 
Center takes an ordinary digital photo frame 
and cranks it up a notch. With plenty of white 
board space to post notes, a built-in micro- 
phone for audio messages, and even a small 
camera that can capture video (video version 
only), your family will be able to keep orga- 
nized and in touch. 

Perfect For 

With so many messaging options, the Audiovox 
homebase™ is ideal for families that need to 
keep track of daily and upcoming events. And 
with fun video and audio capabilities, everyone 
in the family will want to stay organized. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Built-in calendar with tagging capabilities lets you attach audio or video 
memos to specific dates 

• 7-inch color LCD with 16:9 aspect ratio 

• Display up to 100 photos with the included 512MB of memory or as 
many as 500 photos with additional memory cards 

• White board with dry-erase marker and attached Post-it® notes for 
quick notes and messages 

• Designed to mount either on a refrigerator, wall mount, or stand on a 
counter 

Coolest Feature 

Anyone can post a message quickly and without jotting something down 
by using the Audiovox homebase's™ audio/video capabilities. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Kodak 



Multimedia Frames 
Pictures, Videos & Music 




Kodak EasyShare 
M820&M1020 
Digital Frame 

MSRP: 8-inch frame $179.95 
10-inch frame $229.95 

SKUs: 8733695 (8-inch model) 
8733702 (10-inch model) 

www.kodak.com 



Quick Overview 

Bring a new dimension to your pictures and 
videos by adding music with a KODAK 
EASYSHARE Digital Frame. See your images dis- 
played in vibrant color while listening to your 
favorite songs through the built-in speakers. 
Create stunning, high-quality multimedia pre- 
sentations with easy-to-use desktop software 
on your computer, or use the convenient Quick 
Touch Border right on your frame. Experience 
your memories in an entirely new way. 

Perfect For 

Those who want to a feature-packed digital 
frame with a modern look. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Plug-and-play operation makes watching your slideshow a snap. Just in- 
sert your memory card or USB flash drive with your digital pictures and 
enjoy. Supports both JPEG and EXIF files. 

• Kodak's Quick Touch Border lets you easily select important options 

• Store up to 300 of your favorite pictures directly on the frame and use 
the CF card slot to store additional digital photos 

• KODAK EASYSHARE Digital Display Software lets you drag and drop 
your favorite pictures to create a multimedia slideshow 

• Personalize with interchangeable faceplates 

• Mount the digital frame on a wall or display it on a table or shelf 

Coolest Feature 

Play your videos or listen to your favorite MP3s with the frame's built-in 
speakers. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Which Compact Camera Is Best For You? 

If you're a little confused about the most important features in a digital camera, you're not alone. In this chart, we compare fea- 
tures from select digital cameras available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com), and we also explain what these features mean. 







Resolution; 
Optical zoom 


Shutter speed 


Memory card 


LCD size 


Battery life 


ISO 


What It Means 


More pixels mean 
bigger and clearer 
prints; Moves the 
lens closer to your 
subject 


The faster the 
shutter speed, the 
better you can 
snap action pho- 
tos without blur 


Removable card 
that stores your 
photos in your 
camera 


The LCD is the 
display on the 
back of the 
camera 


Based on how 
many shots you 
can take on a 
single charge 


The higher the 
ISO, the greater 
the ability to take 
photos in low- 
light situations 




Canon PowerShot 
SD1100IS 

MSRP: $249.99* ^ 
SKU 8739948 


8MP; 4X 


15 to 

1/1,500 

second 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC 


2.5 inches 


240 shots 


Auto; Manual: 

80,100,200, 

400,800,1600 


& 


ni 


Casio Exilim 
] EX-S10 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 8741551 


10.1MP;3X 


1/2 to 

1/2,000 

second 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC 


2.7 inches 


280 shots 


Auto; Manual: 

50,100,200, 

400,800,1600 


Fuji FinePix 

_^j Z20ja 

MSRP: $179.99* ^ 
SKU 8738752 


10MP;3X 


3 to 1/1,000 
second 


xD-Picture 

Card/SD/ 

SDHC 


2.5 inches 


180 shots 


Auto; Manual: 

64,100,200, 

400,800,1600 




Kodak EasyShare 
V1273 

MSRP: $279.95* ^ 
SKU 8796519 


12MP;3X 


8 to 1/1,164 
second 


SD/SDHC 


3 inches 


N/A 


Auto; Manual: 
64,100,200, 
400,800,1600, 
3200, 6400 


i •] 


Olympus 850 SW 

j MSRP: $299.99* 

SKU 8696128 4^ 


8MP; 3X 


1/1,000 to 
1/2 second 


xD-Picture 

Card/micro- 

SD 


2.5 inches 


190 shots 


Auto; Manual: 

64,100,200, 

400,800,1600 


M 


Olympus 1030 SW 

MSRP: $399.99* 

SKU 8696137 ^ 


10.1MP;3.6X 


1/1,000 to 
1/2 second 


xD-Picture 

Card/micro- 

SD 


2.7 inches 


260 shots 


Auto; Manual: 

80,100,200, 

400,800,1600 


_, Panasonic Lumix 

DMGFS5S 
MSRP: $249.95* 
SKU 8738789 


10.1MP;4X 


8 to 1/2,000 
second 


SD 


2.5 inches 


310 shots 


Auto; Manual: 
100,200,400, 
800, 1600 


■ 


Sony Cyber-shot 
DSC-T300 

MSRP: $399.99* 
1 SKU 8696182 


10.1MP;5X 


1/4 to 

1/1,000 

second 


Memory 
Stick Duo/ 
PRO Duo 


3.5 inches 


260 shots 


Auto; Manual: 
80,100,200, 
400,800,1600, 
3200 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which D-SLR Is Best For You? 

As D-SLR prices keep coming down, more photographers are turning to them, both as a first camera and as a trade-up to 
something better. In this chart, we'll help you sort through some of the features and performance specs from select cameras 
available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com). 







Resolution 


LCD size 


ISO range 


Kit lens 


Burst speed 


Shutter speed 


What It Means 


Image sensor in 
megapixels; 
more means a 
bigger image 


Diagonal mea- 
sure of dis- 
play on back 
of camera 


A higher ISO 
range will let 
you take better 
photos in low- 
light situations 


Standard lens 
bundled with 
the camera 
body 


Frames per 
second (fps) 
you can shoot 
while in burst 
mode 


The wider the 
range, the greater 
the gamut of 
long exposures 
to frozen action 


_^^^^ Canon EOS 
£ m Rebel XSi 

MSRP: $899.99* 
^QB^* SKU 8794691 


12.2MP 


3 inches 


100 to 1600 


EF-S 18- 

55mm f/3.5- 
5.6 IS 


3.5fps up to 
53 shots 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


^^^ Canon EOS 5D 
4 m MSRP: $3,299.99* 
SKU 8268162 


12.8MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 1600 


EF24- 

105mm f/4L 
IS USM lens 


3fps up to 
60 shots 


30 to 1/8,000 
seconds 


.^Jg^ Canon EOS 40D 
Ojj MSRP: $1,499.99* 
SKU 8472244 


10.1MP 


3 inches 


100 to 3200 


EF28- 
135mm 
f/3.5-5.6 IS 


6.5fps up to 
75 shots 


30 to 1/8,000 
seconds 


^^. Olympus 
EvoltE-510 

Wk MSRP: $799* 
^^ SKU 8359046 


10MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 1600 


14-42mm 
f/3.5- f/5.6 ED; 
40-1 50mm 
f/4- f/5.6 ED 


3 fps to card 
capacity 


60 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


g^k Olympus E-3 
m m MSRP: $1,699* 
P SKU 8682776 


10.1MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 3200 


N/A (body 
only) 


5 fps to card 
capacity 


60 to 1/8,000 
seconds 


Nikon D300 

k^Ntuj MSRP: $1,799.95* 
rj M SKU 8624036 


12.3MP 


3 inches 


200 to 3200 


N/A (body 
only) 


6fps to card 
capacity; 8fps 
with optional 
battery pack 


30 to 1/8,000 
seconds 


_^ Panasonic Lumix 

di %\ dmolik 

MSRP: $1,499.95* 
SKU 7951736 


7.5MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 1600 


14-50mm 
f/2.8-3.5 Leica 
D VARIO-EL- 
MARIT 


2 or 3fps up 
to 6 shots 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


O 


Sony Alpha DSLR- 
A200 


10.2MP 


2.7 inches 


100 to 3200 


DT18- 
70mm f3.5- 
5.6 


3 fps to card 
capacity 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 




| MSRP: $699.99* 
SKU 8704208 







*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Digital Camcorder Is Best For You? 

Digital camcorders come in a number of formats: DVD, hard drive, MiniDV, and high definition are the most common. By 
comparing the following digital camcorders available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com), you can determine which format and 
product best fit your style. 



LCD screen 
size 



Optical zoom; 
Digital zoom 



Recording 
speeds 



Memory 
card 



Digital still 
resolution 



Lines of 
resolution 



What It Means 



Diagonal length 
of viewing 
screen 



Two methods 
for magnifying 
depth of field; 
optical zoom is 
better 



The speeds a 
particular cam- 
corder can uti- 
lize during 
recording 



Compatible 
flash card types 
(cards not in- 
cluded unless 
noted) 



The number of 
megapixels 
the camcorder 
can capture in 
still images 



Number of lines 
of horizontal reso- 
lution; the higher 
the number, the 
greater the detail 



Q 



JVCGR-D850 

MSRP: $229.99* 
SKU 8671332 



2.7 inches 



35X; 800X 



SP 
LP 



None 



N/A 



520 



> 

D 

X 




JVCGZ-MG330H 

MSRP: $449.99* 
SKU 8671403 



2.7 inches 



35X; 800X 



ULTRA FINE 
FINE 
NORM 
ECO 



microSD/ 
micro SDHC 



0.3MP 



520 



> 



§L© 



Canon FS100 

MSRP: $399* 
SKU 8732598 



2.7 inches 



37X; 2,000X 



XP 
SP 
LP 



SD/SDHC 



0.8MP 



N/A 



r 

O I 
Q I 

L 




Canon DC320 

MSRP: $369* 
SKU 8696636 



2.7 inches 



37X; 2,000X 



XP 
SP 
LP 



SD/SDHC 



0.8MP 



N/A 




JVCGZ-HD6 

MSRP: $1,399.99 
SKU 8696645 



2.8 inches 



10X;200X 



FHD 
SP 
LP 
1440CBR 



microSD/ 
microSDHC 



2MP 



1,080 



0) 
> 

.2 "o 
II 

0) 

a 

.c 

D) 



Samsung 
SGHMX10 

MSRP: $799* 
SKU 8566866 



2.7 inches 



10X;100X 



ULTRA FINE 
FINE 
NORM 
ECO 



MMC/SD 



0.3MP 



520 



*J? 



Panasonic 
HDC-HS9 

MSRP: $999.95* 
SKU 8696627 



2.7 inches 



10X;700X 



HA 
HG 
HX 
HE 



SD/SDHC 



1.6MP 



1,080 




Canon VIXIA 
HV30 

MSRP: $999* 
SKU 8714974 



2.7 inches 



10X;200X 



SP 
LP 



miniSD 



3.1MP 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Gifts For Moms, Dads 8c Grads 



w 



CE Gifts 

For All Occasions 

Make Special Days Spectacular 
For Friends 8c Loved Ones 



hen you're buying presents for the special people in your life, you want to get gifts they'll treasure. You almost can't 
go wrong when you give consumer electronics— the possibilities are limited only by your budget. Here are a few 
ideas for the special people on your gift lists. 



Home Theater 

Although there are big-ticket items in the home-theater de- 
partment, you need look no further than games and movies 
for affordably priced gifts. At Best Buy (or BestBuy.com), you'll 
find game consoles and inexpensive gaming equipment, such 
as wired or wireless controllers, headsets, wireless adapters, re- 
motes, battery packs, and cases and backpacks. Additionally, 
you'll find most games and BD (Blu-ray Disc) and DVD movies 
for less than $50. 

Midrange gifts include a DVR, a BD player, or a portable 
DVD player. If you budget big for special occasions, take a look 
at widescreen HDTVs and surround-sound speaker systems. 

Digital Imaging 

You won't run out of ideas when your special someone is a 
digital-photo enthusiast. Specialty photo papers let photogra- 
phers experiment with prints, and toner or ink cartridges are 
always welcome — just make sure the cartridge is compatible 
with the printer. As long as you know what kind of camera 
you're buying for, you can get memory cards, tripods, photo- 
editing software, extra batteries, cases, and charger kits. 

For a budding photographer/videographer, you can even 
buy the camera or camcorder. And a high-school grad who's 
heading off to college might appreciate a Web cam to help get 
through those first dreadful weeks of homesickness. 

Computers 

Although laptops are perfect for graduates, parents might 
appreciate a new laptop so they don't have to compete with 



the kids for time on the family desktop computer. Speaking of 
the family computer, PC games make affordable gifts — many 
of them cost between $9.99 and $49.99. 

If your family has multiple computers, consider networking 
equipment, such as routers and adapters (wired or wireless), so 
all computers can share a printer or an Internet connection. 
External hard drives and storage devices may seem like boring 
gifts, but anyone who saves a lot of multimedia files will value 
the extra space. 

Flat-panel, widescreen monitors are easy on the eyes and 
electric bills, and some integrate ATSC tuners so you can 
watch digital TV programming on your computer. 

Your home-office-bound gift recipient may be grateful for a 
leather office chair with back support, and you can help orga- 
nize the room with a new bookcase or file cabinet. 

Wireless 

Cell phones are gifts that keep on giving, as you can always 
keep in touch with your loved one. There are myriad styles of 
phones with feature sets to complement all needs, but be sure 
you buy a phone that's compatible with your recipient's cur- 
rent provider — unless you intend to finance a new plan, too. 

A GPS device with spoken, turn-by-turn instructions will 
help your directionally challenged loved one stay on the 
beaten path — or confidently venture off every now and again. 

This year, head to Best Buy to shop for Mother's Day, 
Father's Day, and high-school graduation, and you'll enjoy 
shopping for the special people in your life as much as you 
enjoy giving them their gifts. \H 

by Kathryn Dolan 
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A Celebration Of Mom 

Show Your Gratitude On Her Special Day 



F 



or all the time the mothers in your life have given a piece of themselves to others, this is the day to repay their kindnesses 
with useful and thoughtful gifts. Whether the moms are new or seasoned, make them feel special on the day dedicated to 
them with something that reflects their devotion to others. 



Capture The Moments 

From holiday plays to soccer games, 
mothers can capture all of their chil- 
dren's special milestones with a high- 
definition camcorder. A camcorder with 
a light, compact design will let her easily 
take it along to ballets and school plays 
and on trips to the zoo. Features that re- 
duce shake and vibration can be helpful 
as she's trying to keep up with an ener- 
getic child, and face detection tech- 
nology will ensure that her loved ones 
look sharp and clear in both still images 
and video. 



Depending on whether your mom has a 
standard-def or widescreen HDTV, she 
may want a camcorder that lets her 
choose to record in 4:3 or 16:9 aspect 
ratios or high definition and standard 
definition; some camcorders offer all as 
options. And for summer evenings or 
recital halls, a camcorder with night 
recording and a video light will in some 
cases let her record in dimly lit settings. 
And if capturing the musical talents of 
her young ones is a top priority, find a 
camcorder with a microphone that has 
surround-sound technology to provide 
full, clear audio recordings. 



Proud Displays Of 
Affection 

For mothers and grandmothers who 
love to show off their clans, a digital 
photo frame can showcase pictures of 
generations old and new. There are 
plenty of frames with a variety of fea- 
tures on the market, and they come in 
an array of styles, sizes, and colors. 

With the features offered in digital 
photo frames today, you don't have to 
pick and choose among your favorite 
photos; some models will let you display 
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entire photo albums. Many photo 
frames pull photo data from a memory 
card, but you can also find digital photo 
frames with internal memory. Because 
the frame has internal memory, you 
connect your digital photo frame to 
your PC and upload the photos onto 
the frame. 

Digital photo frames have different 
methods for loading images. A typical 
way to transfer files to a digital photo 
frame is via a USB port or memory card. 
Some models support wireless transfers, 
so you can share your photos over your 
wireless home network. 

Today's digital photo frames do more 
than just display photo albums. You can 
get digital photo frames that hang on 
your wall and play audio and video files. 
You may also find a frame with a clock 
that includes an alarm. Some frames let 
you determine display times and cycles 
with a photo scheduler, and those with 
automatic tilt accommodate photos in 
portrait and landscape orientation. 
Many digital photo frames also come 
with remote controls. 

A Real Go-Getter 

To help the mom who works from 
home regain some of her office and 
desk space, consider an all-in-one 
home-office printer. These printers will 
work almost as hard as your mom, with 
functions she can use for work or per- 
sonal needs. 

In addition to the printing capabili- 
ties, all-in-ones also function as copiers, 
fax machines, and scanners. With these 
features, she can also scan old pho- 
tographs for digital archiving. Some all- 
in-ones will let her burn the images 
onto CDs and DVDs for more flexibility 
with regard to digital use and storage. 
She could also use the scanning and 
faxing features to share recipes and 
magazine articles with friends and 
family members. 



Several all-in-one printers also have 
photo-printing abilities, along with 
photo-editing software to do things 
such as rid your photo subjects of red- 
eye. Some all-in-one printers will even 
make 8x10 prints that your mom can 
proudly display. 

For a mom who doesn't confine her 
work to the home office, get an all-in- 
one printer that has Wi-Fi or Bluetooth 
features. She can connect the printer to 
the home network and print from any- 
where in the house using her wireless 
notebook, camera, or camcorder. 



Give Thanks 

Your mom is a special person who 
deserves the very best on her special 
day. Pamper her with gifts that will last 
just as long as the memories she trea- 
sures most. And show her that her de- 
votion doesn't go unnoticed and is 
appreciated with thoughtful gifts this 
Mother's Day. 13 

by Tessa Warner Breneman 



Accessories Shell Love 

Any mother will enjoy keeping her electronics safe, while also keeping with 
high fashion. For chic, yet useful gifts, take a look at camera, cell phone, 
and PDA cases, along with cases for her iPod. Cases come in different colors 
and styles, so you can find one that best matches your mom's personality. 

Clutch cases with leopard-print fabric and red accents or shiny silver will 
complement the mom who is fun and outgoing and who loves to live large. For 
a mom who takes her digital devices to the boardroom, there are classic brown 
clutch cases. Look for cases with convenient wrist straps and front-snap closures 
for added protection. • 
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Gifts For Father 's Day 

Because Neckties Don't Give Directions 



o 



n Father's Day every year, many dads find themselves awash in neckties, coffee mugs, and sweaters. This year, find your 
dad a gift that will make him feel like a No. 1 Dad without the need for a baseball cap or coffee mug to tell him so explic- 
itly. Check out our tips to find any dad something that he'll really want. 



The Proud New Poppa 

There's no better gift for a first-time dad 
than a digital camcorder to capture all 
of Junior's first moments. Sure, he might 
end up with hours of sleeping baby 
footage, but it will thrill him nonethe- 
less. If he sees a perfect moment, he can 
also snap a quick still image. 

There are different recording media for 
DVD camcorders, but consider one that 
records directly onto DVD-R/RWs and 
DVD-R DLs. The DVD recording medium 
lets him immediately watch the baby's 



new tricks on any standard DVD player 
or PC's DVD drive. He'll be able to play 
back both video and any still images 
he captured. 

The Movie Buff 

Your film-crazy dad wants to view his 
movies in the highest-quality medium 
possible. Now that BD (Blu-ray Disc) is 
here to stay, consider getting him a 
Blu-ray player — perhaps accompanied 
by a stack of his favorite movies on 
BD. This will be a perfect gift to get 
him started on the path to a new 



generation of high-definition mov- 
ie viewing. 

All Blu-ray Disc players support 1080p; 
this support will give him the clearest, 
most crisp picture currently available. 
Make sure your player can upscale con- 
ventional DVDs, as well. Although up- 
scaling doesn't produce true HD content, 
it may look better than a DVD normally 
does. Also, check to see what kind of 
audio a BD player supports. Make sure 
you get a player that supports Dolby and 
DTS-HD surround sound. If your Blu-ray 
player can also play CDs, all the better. 
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The Soccer Dad 

When dad is driving the kids around, 
help him stay on course with a GPS de- 
vice. Between dishing out advice on the 
best way to field a baseball to managing 
sibling disputes while maintaining eye 
contact with the road, he'll need turn- 
by-turn voice directions. 

When he does occasionally glance at the 
GPS device itself, it should have a big, 
bright screen that he can see in direct 
sunlight. A 4- or 5-inch screen will be 
comfortably large. Every good GPS will 



have a plethora of POIs (points of in- 
terest) built in, just in case he wants to 
check out the yarn museum adjacent to 
the highway or find the fastest way to 
the nearest professional sports stadium. 
Real-time traffic information and five- 
day weather forecasts are also useful fea- 
tures, and they'll help him avoid traffic 
jams and construction so he can get the 
kids to the karate tournament on time. 

The Dad On The Go 

Whether he travels for business or likes 
his early morning jogs, every dad should 



Accessorize 

He wants to play with his new gifts, and he wants to begin immediately. 
Make sure he has all the extras he needs to do so. Bluetooth wireless 
headphones would be a perfect companion to his compatible MP3/video 
player. To boost the numbers of pictures that fit on his digital photo frame, 
consider adding an SD memory card to the gift box. A travel charger for his 
GPS device will be a welcome accessory. And as always, don't forget to pro- 
vide batteries for any and all new gifts that need them. • 




have a digital music and video player. 
Get him one with a lot of storage space. 
Hard drive-based media players offer 
dozens of gigabytes of storage, but if 
he's an exerciser, you may want to go 
with a player that uses flash storage, 
which takes hard knocks and jarring 
with aplomb. Flash capacity is available 
in 8GB and 16GB on many players; 
that's enough space for both his fa- 
vorite tunes and a few suggestions from 
the kids. 

Look for a player that has an SD 
memory card slot so you can add more 
storage if he needs it. And always, the 
bigger the screen, the more jealous the 
other dads will be. A screen that's 
greater than 2 inches is standard these 
days, but you can find devices with 
even larger screens. A final touch? Buy 
a media player with Bluetooth capabil- 
ities, so he can listen (or watch, if the 
player has video capabilities) with 
wireless headphones. 

The Empty Nester 

When the last kid permanently vacates 
the house, your dad will need plenty of 
pictures around with the kids' shining 
faces beaming back at him. A digital 
photo frame is just what he needs to 
keep a slideshow of his favorite photos 
in constant rotation. 

Digital photo frames vary in size, but 
they range from around 7 inches on the 
small end and up to 17 inches on the 
large end. To get the best possible image 
quality, look for a frame with a high, 
widescreen resolution. For example, a 
480 x 800 resolution for an 8-inch frame 
will look excellent. Make sure the frame 
you buy has good viewing angles — you'll 
want to be able to see the images on the 
frame from more vantage points than 
directly in front of it. B3 

by Seth Colaner 
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A Gift For The Next Step 

Show Your Graduate Just How Proud You Are 



G 



raduation is a time for new beginnings, challenges, and adventures. Whether the next step is more school, the real world, 
or both, there are going to be lots of things your graduate will need. So, as she prepares for the next fork in the road, be 
sure to equip her with all of the things she will need to find success. 



A Notebook To Do It All 

If your graduate is heading out to earn 
another degree, then she'll need a note- 
book that can keep up with her. A thin, 
light-weight model that she can easily 
haul to the library for some heavy-duty 
studying or the coffee house for some 
socializing would be ideal. There are sev- 
eral notebooks on the market right now 
that weigh less than six pounds. 

Also, with a solid combination of fea- 
tures for both work and play, she can 
write papers and then watch videos 



and listen to music to relax. A note- 
book with dual-core technology and 
4GB of RAM should be sufficient for 
multitasking, and she'll be able to 
swiftly transfer files and digital content 
through FireWire and USB 2.0 ports. 
Also, to ensure she'll have a fast and 
potentially secure wireless connection, 
look for a notebook that supports 
802.1 1a/b/g/n standards. When your 
graduate misses her far-away friends 
and family, make sure she has a built-in 
Web camera and microphone so she 
can chat with them online or send 
video mail. 



If your graduate likes to kick back and 
watch movies to unwind, consider a 
notebook with a multiformat DVD± 
RW/CD-RW drive that has double-layer 
support and will hold around 8.5GB of 
data or 4 hours of video using compat- 
ible DVD+R DL and DVD-R DL media. 
Also, many notebooks now have sur- 
round-sound speakers. 

Sharing The Memories 

There's no doubt that your graduate's 
new found freedom will introduce 
her to new people and places. Help her 
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document her experiences with a com- 
pact digital camera. These cameras are 
good for those who love to explore the 
world because they're small and light, 
making them easy to carry in a purse or 
pocket. This means your graduate will 
never miss a photo opportunity. A 
camera with image stabilization will re- 
duce blurriness for the graduate who 
can't stand still for long. 

Many compact digital cameras let you 
capture still images in high-definition 
and share them via HDTV or another 
device that supports high-def. Also, 
look for a camera that features mul- 
tiple ISO settings, so you can take high- 
quality pictures whether you're at a 
concert with low-light or outside on a 
bright and beautiful day. A compact 
digital camera such as the Kodak 
EasyShare M853 (www.kodak.com; 
$149.95) can capture images in less 
than 0.4 seconds, making it ideal for 
sporting events where you are rooting 
on your alma mater. See the profile on 
page 48 for more information. 

Some compact digital cameras support 
Wi-Fi so you can transfer pictures to 
your PC or Wi-Fi-enabled digital photo 
frame with just the touch of a button. 
And if your graduate is a shutterbug 
who loves to display her pictures as 
large prints, look for a compact digital 
camera that sports 8AAP or more and 
has a 5X optical zoom. 

Going In A New Direction 

When your graduate travels or moves 
far away, make sure she can always find 
her way back home with an in-car GPS 
device. You can feel confidant that your 
graduate will have a safe trip and will 
never need to take her eyes off the road 
with turn-by-turn voice directions that 
announce the name of streets and exits. 
And in case she needs to make a stop, 
find a GPS device with a database of 
point of interests, such as hotels, restau- 
rants, gas stations, and ATMs. 



She may run into delays, toll roads, or 
obstacles caused by construction work 
or accidents, so a GPS with real-time 
traffic reports will help her find an alter- 
nate route. Some GPSes even include 
features such as a picture viewer, calcu- 
lator, and world travel clock with time 
zones, along with currency and mea- 
surement conversions. 

Stylish Backup & Storage 

If your graduate is taking off for more 
school, she may need to store and 
transfer lots of homework — not to 
mention back up the critical informa- 
tion on her hard drive. A USB flash 
drive may not have enough space for 
multiple school projects and her music 



and video files, so she'd probably ap- 
preciate a portable external hard drive. 
Most are light and compact enough to 
stuff in a bag or pocket, so she can ac- 
cess her school work anywhere on or 
off campus. 

Keys To Success 

Preparation is the key to success, and 
with these gifts, your graduate will 
surely have all the tools she needs to 
make that next step — wherever it may 
take her. So, show her how proud you 
are by giving a gift that will make a 
lasting impression and help usher her 
into the next phase of her life. \H 

by Tessa Warner Breneman 
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Personalize It 

Give A Photo Gift From The Best Buy Photo Center 

@ Kodak Gallery 




A personalized gift is a thoughtful 
way to show how much you 
care for someone. And because 
photos have the uncanny ability to un- 
lock powerful memories, a gift that incor- 
porates personalized photos is sure to be 
treasured by the ones you love. The Best 
Buy Photo Center @ Kodak Gallery is an 
easy way for you to create personalized 
photo presents because the online service 
lets you upload photos and incorporate 
those images in hundreds of available 
gifts. In this article, we've identified a few 
presents ideal for moms, dads, and grads 
from the Best Buy Photo Center @ Kodak 



Gallery, and there are 
many more gift choices 
available from the on- 
line service. 

Moms 

Mother's Day lets you 
honor your mom with 
gifts that show her 
how much you appre- 
ciate everything she's 
done for you. If your 
mom likes jewelry and 
small collectibles, a 
keepsake box from the 
Best Buy Photo Center 
@ Kodak Gallery — fea- 
turing a personalized 
photo on the lid — allows 
her to keep those treasured possessions 
inside a heartwarming memento. For a 
mom who checks the calendar every 
morning, you can buy a calendar — for 
less than $20 — that features family 
photos and personalized messages, so 
she can start off every day with a re- 
minder of your appreciation. Of course, 
you can't go wrong with a pocket photo 
book or a framed print, either. 

Dads 

Dads tend to prefer presents they can 
use on an everyday basis, and the Best 



Buy Photo Center @ Kodak Gallery has 
no shortage of gifts ideal for his habits 
and interests. Dads who are shutterbugs 
will appreciate a photo-realistic canvas 
of a family portrait or one of his prized 
photos. For a professional look, the 
artist canvas (available in 16x20 for 
$89.99 or 20x24 for $99.99) also comes 
with a handsome wooden frame. If 
you're looking for a practical gift, a per- 
sonalized photo mug is great for dads 
who enjoy a cup of coffee in the morn- 
ing. For a fun gift, consider putting your 
dad's car or favorite house pet on a set 
of custom playing cards. 

Grads 

If your son or daughter is graduating 
high school or college, it's a safe bet that 
he or she will need invitations and 
thank-you cards. The Best Buy Photo 
Center @ Kodak Gallery offers a wide se- 
lection of event-, occasion-, and holiday- 
themed invites and thank-you cards. If 
you're looking for a way to honor your 
grad, you can make a nice photo collage 
that documents his or her school life 
with up to 100 photos for less than $30. 
A photo book (available in 5x5, 5x7, 
10.25x9, and 14x12 sizes) is another 
thoughtful gift that your graduate can 
save as a keepsake. \H 

by Nathan Lake 



How Do I Use The 

Best Buy Photo Center @ 

Kodak Gallery? 



Visit www.photocenter.bestbuy.com and create a free account at the 
Kodak Gallery. Once you have an account, upload your photos 
and you can choose from the variety of gifts to create your personalized 
photo presents. • 
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Fact From Fiction 

Busting Apple Computer Myths 



nf you're new to the Mac vs. PC debate, think of the computer plat- 
forms in terms of politics. Much how Republicans and Democrats 
tend to be fiercely loyal to their respective parties, Mac and PC users 
tend to be as loyal to their platforms and will steadfastly argue their 
platform's superiority where hardware, software, performance, price, 
aesthetics, and upgradeability are concerned. Unfortunately, Mac 
and PC supporters are both guilty of throwing around some infor- 
mation that's more myth than fact. The following are several myths associated 
with Apple and its Mac computers. 



IMQI Apple only 
^^B makes iPods. 

Believe it or not, some users new to 
technology know Apple only for the 
iPod and iPhone. Although Apple un- 
doubtedly revolutionized how we listen 
to music, Apple also has a long, storied 
history as a computer maker dating 
back to 1977's Apple II on through 
2008's MacBook Air ($1,799 and up). 
Apple's current computer lineup in- 
cludes the trendsetting, all-in-one iMac 
($1,199 and up); brick-shaped (2 inches 



L 



AirPort Extreme 

tall x 6.5 inches square) Mac mini ($599 
and up); high-end Mac Pro ($2,799 and 
up) with quad-core or 8-core CPU; and 
MacBook ($1,099 and up), ultra-thin 
(0.16 to 0.76 inches thick) MacBook Air, 
and MacBook Pro ($1,999 and up) note- 
books. Accessories Apple makes for its 
computers include the Cinema Display 



(20, 23, and 30 inches; $599, $899, and 
$1,799, respectively); AirPort Express 
($99) and Extreme ($179) wireless net- 
working base stations; and Time Cap- 
sule ($299 and up), a 500GB/1TB 
external drive that automatically backs 
up data wirelessly and doubles as a 
Wi-Fi base station. 

MmnM Macs aren't 
^^B Windows-friendly. 

Of all the myths con- 
cerning Apple's com- 
puters, this is arguably 
the most important for 
PC users to realize. Al- 
though numerous critics and re- 
viewers have hailed Apple's current 
Mac OS X 10.5.2 Leopard operating 
system as the best ever for consumer 
use and better than Windows Vista in 
many straight-up comparisons, a great 
benefit of buying a Mac with Leopard 
installed is that the Mac can also run a 
Windows OS. Thus, if you're reluctant 
to buy a Mac because you believe you 
must leave behind Internet Explorer and 
Outlook Express, you won't have to. 
Installing two OSes does require using 
Leopard's built-in Boot Camp utility, 
which offers an option to boot into 
Leopard or the Windows XP or Vista 




iMac 



version you install. You can also use the 
third-party virtualization programs 
VMware Fusion 1.1 ($79.95; www.vm 
ware.com) and Parallels Desktop 3.0 For 
Mac ($79.99; www.parallels.com), nei- 
ther of which requires a reboot to 
switch between OSes. 

IMI3 Macs are more 
■■ expensive than PCs. 

Actually, this myth has some truth to it; 
Macs typically cost slightly more at 
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checkout than a comparable PC after 
everything is taken into account, in- 
cluding software, hardware, and other 
intangibles. Where Macs draw even and 
become a better buy price-wise than 
comparable PCs is in the dollars you'll 
recoup upon resale when you're ready 
to upgrade to a new system. Compared 
to PCs, Macs are notorious for having 
greater resale value years after purchase. 
Additionally, Mac supporters say the 
cash you plunk down for a Mac gets you 
a system that's easier to use, more se- 
cure out of the box, and includes soft- 
ware and hardware (iLife, iSight camera, 
microphone, etc.) you're apt to use 
more often than with PCs. 



Leopard 



IMQI Macs are 
■■ only about 
appearances. 

For years, Apple's computers 
have sported radical, breath- 
taking, streamlined, and 
ultra-hip designs that set 
them apart from competi- 
tors. The revolutionary all-in- 
one design of the iMac 
(available in 20- and 24-inch 
screen sizes) is a great ex- 
ample of this innovation, as 
it transformed the tradi- 
tional PC "beige box" into an 
entirely new, space-saving 
entity. PC users, however, 
have long argued Macs place style over 
substance, citing PCs as being faster, 
more powerful, and easier to upgrade. 
This may have been true years ago, but 
today's Macs power on Intel Core 2 
processors, integrate Wi-Fi (802.1 1n, no 
less) and Bluetooth, use ATI Radeon 
graphics, and possess specifications 
that put them on equal ground with 
comparable PCs. Usage-wise, scores of 
teachers, students, artists, musicians, 
and others swear by Macs, as well as 
iLife, the software suite Apple bundles 
with Macs. iLife includes iPhoto, 
iMovie, iDVD, GarageBand, iTunes, 
and iWeb and is designed so that it's 
easy to use multiple programs on one 





MacBook Pro 
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project. Thus, you could create a home 
movie in iMovie using music created 
in GarageBand or taken from iTunes 
and burn it to DVD using iDVD. Ad- 
ditionally, because Apple makes the 
hardware and software, you know 
where to start troubleshooting if you 
encounter a problem. A PC, however, is 
likely running software from many de- 
velopers, none of whom built the hard- 
ware the apps run on. 

■Mia Macs aren't suitable 
■■ for business tasks. 

PCs have long enjoyed a reputation for 
being superior to Macs in areas of pro- 
ductivity, business, and networking, 



Time Capsule 

and with most banks, retail outlets, 
hospitals, governmental agencies, etc. 
running Windows, it's hard to argue. 
Additionally, there's traditionally been 
more software developed for PCs. 
Macs, however, have gained consider- 
able ground in these areas, due pri- 
marily to the use of Intel processors 
and the ability to run Windows OSes 
and Windows software alongside 
Leopard. Additionally, Microsoft Office 
for Mac 2008 ($399.99; www.macof 
fice2008.com) provides Outlook, Excel, 
PowerPoint, and Word, as well as 
Microsoft Exchange Server support, 
Entourage 2008, and Messenger for 
Mac. Apple's own iWork '08 ($79) 
includes a word processor (Pages), 
spreadsheet creator (Numbers), and 
presentation creator (Keynote), and 
each program can import and export 
files from its Word, Excel, or Power- 
Point counterpart. E3 

by Blaine Flamig 
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The Best 
Notebook For You 

Going Mobile On Your Terms 




aptop computers are hot. 
So hot, in fact, that they're 
outselling desktop PCs 
every now and again. 

You may have decided 
that a notebook is for 



you, but which type of notebook? 
There are full-fledged desktop-replace- 
ment models, thin-and-lights that 
trade portability for power, no-non- 
sense business laptops, and even note- 
books that put entertainment at the 
forefront. The type of notebook you 



decide on will affect your laptop's 
weight, bulk, and battery life — not to 
mention affordability — so here are a 
few examples to help you choose. 123 

by Marty Sems 




The Art/Design Student 

The serious graphic design student wants a 

big, bright screen without big bulk or a big 

price tag. Look for a high screen resolution, 

^_ WM as well as lots of RAM to hold large image 

^H files and photos. Ample hard drive space is 

a must, and for the very same reason. 

Finally, a quality pen tablet input device (sold separately) will 

allow a budding artist to draw as she would naturally. 



The Stay- At- Home Mom 

Mom needs an inexpensive Web terminal 
that won't break the bank if it gets broken 
by a kid. Enter a budget-priced laptop. 
Without spending too much, mom could 
enjoy wireless connectivity; modest pro- 
cessing power; and support for widescreen, 
high-definition video. She should spend a little extra on RAM, 
however, especially if her new purchase includes Windows Vista. 
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The PC Gamer 

For gaming on the go, there are high-pow- 
ered "laptops" that are just right for any 
LAN party enthusiast. Top graphics op- 
tions (for notebooks, that is), physics accel- 
eration, great sound, and high-resolution 
screens await, as do dual-core processors. 
Of course, substantial weight indicates that these laptops are 
more about game performance than portability. 




The Businessperson 

An ultralight or thin-and-light notebook 
can prove to be a wonderful portable travel 
companion. Broad connectivity is key, as a 
business traveler may need to connect to 
various types of networks in hotels and con- 
vention centers, as well as sync information 
with a smartphone and backup drive. Opt for lots of memory 
and a larger battery, business traveler, and you'll be off in style. 




Specs To Shop For . . . & What Those Specs Mean 



The higher the numbers, the better. 
That rule of thumb applies, for in- 
stance, to the processor's clock speed, 
such as 2.4GHz, and the number of 
processing cores it has, such as two. 

On the other hand, you can't be ab- 
solutely sure that a higher number is "bet- 
ter" when you compare product model 
numbers, even if they're from the same 
manufacturer. For instance, a low-end 
graphics adapter from the latest product 
generation may have a numerically higher 
model number than a high-end, previous- 
generation part, yet it may be slower in 
many tasks. 

Otherwise, the more, the merrier. A 
RAM complement of 2GB or even 3GB 
is better than 1GB, especially with 
Windows Vista. Likewise, a 320GB hard 
drive beats a 160GB model, and a 
7,200rpm drive will make your notebook 
feel peppier than a 5,400rpm edition. 
Also, the later the letter in the names of 
the wireless networking standards the 
adapter supports, the better. (See the 
"... & What Those Specs Mean" 
sidebar for more details.) 

Finally, don't ignore a laptop's estimated 
battery life. All else being equal, the faster 
the hardware you buy, the shorter the bat- 
tery life will be between charges. 



A processor's clock speed tells you the frequency at which the chip 
runs, which gives you part of the story about how "fast" it is. 
Another piece of the puzzle is the number of processing cores it has. 
For instance, a dual-core processor is actually two traditional CPUs 
in one powerful package. Realistically, a dual-core processor with a 
modest clock speed, such as 2.2GHz, will make your notebook seem 
faster at many (but not all) tasks than a traditional single-core chip 
with a higher frequency, such as 2.6GHz. The main thing you'll no- 
tice with a dual-core chip is that your laptop won't bog down and 
become too busy to respond to your commands as often as it would 
with a single-core CPU. 

Model numbers vary among manufacturers and their product fam- 
ilies. To decipher them, visit the manufacturer's sites and do a little 
research. For processors, check Intel (www.intel.com) or AMD 
(www.amd.com); for graphics adapters, try Intel, AMD, or Nvidia 
(www.nvidia.com). 

The RAM is the amount of fast memory available to temporarily store 
data while the processor works on it. If a notebook has too little RAM, 
such as 512MB or 1GB with Vista, it will greatly slow things down. Also, 
the faster the RAM's clock speed in gigahertz, the speedier it will be. As 
for permanent storage space, the more gibabytes a hard drive has, the 
more photos, songs, video clips, and work documents it can hold. 

Regarding wireless standards, adapters that adhere to the current 
draft specification of 802.1 In may give you better average data 
throughput under many circumstances than older 802.1 lb or 
802.1 lg gear, with which it is backward compatible. However, 
there's a catch: If any computer logs on to the network using an 
802.1 lb/g adapter, it may disable 802.1 In mode and reduce the 
entire network's speed. Your router and every adapter on the 
network must support 802.1 In to let you enjoy the proposed 
standard's benefits. 
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Leave It To The PC Pros 

Best f&&rfi\ Get It Done 



Squad 



Today's computers can handle your 
entertainment, financial, shop- 
ping, communication, and busi- 
ness needs like never before. But from 
the moment you power on your new 
PC, you'll have to fight spyware, viruses, 
and online predators; troubleshoot and 
repair error messages; configure new 
and old hardware and software; and 
regularly install updates and patches. 
Aren't computers great? 

Send In The Geeks 

Like g-men with pocket protectors, 
the agents of Best Buy's Geek Squad 
(www.bestbuy.com/geeksquad) are 
there to handle all of your PC setup, 
repair, and installation needs. 

New PC setup and security. The Geek 
Squad agents can streamline your system 
with over 100 in-depth tweaks, install 
and configure security software and 
other software updates, get rid of unnec- 
essary software that comes preloaded on 



Available Services 

If it involves your computer, Best 
Buy's Geek Squad can help. The 
following is a list of the computer 
services your local Geek Squad 
agents can sort out. And they 
even make house calls. 

• Set up and secure your computer 

• Perform repairs and upgrades 

• Protect and save your data 

• A la carte services 



your computer, create a restore CD, and 
even offer secure online storage. 

Repairs and upgrades. Best Buy's team 
can also unfreeze locked systems, recover 
data from crashes, and improve poor 
performance. The Geek Squad's basic ser- 
vice fixes software, removes viruses and 
spyware, and cleans your PC. You can up- 
grade to get security and privacy soft- 
ware installed and configured, and you 
can hire the Geek Squad to upgrade your 
operating system. 

Wireless networking. If you want to 
communicate more efficiently among 
multiple computers, the Geek Squad 
can help you accomplish that, as well 
as with setting up a PC network in your 
home; connecting two network-ca- 
pable devices (such as gaming consoles, 



desktop and laptop computers, print 
servers, and more); and even with se- 
curing your wireless network. 

Data protection. If you have data you 
just can't lose (and we all do), the Geek 
Squad offers both a one-time backup 
service and an automated backup ser- 
vice. The squad can clean and remove 
sensitive files from a hard drive you're 
planning to sell or discard. 

Who You Gonna Call? 

Once you've made the decision to buy 
a new PC, you aren't on your own to 
keep it working. Just call your friendly 
local Geek. B3 

by Andrew Leibman 



Price Breakdown 

ro get your PC in tip-top shape, Best Buy's Geek Squad offers a range of ser- 
vices that are guaranteed to help you get the most out of your computer. 

Basic Security: $129 (in-store); $229 (in-home) 

Advanced Security: $149 (in-store); $249 (in-home) 

Premium Security: $179 (in-store); $299 (in-home) 

Advanced Diagnostic & Repair: $199 (in-store); $349 (in-home) 

Advanced Diagnostic, Repair, and Prevention: $299 (in-store); $449 (in-home) 

Operating System Install: $129 (in-store); $249 (in-home) 

Network Installation (two devices or computers): $159 (in-home) 

Add Device To Existing Network: $129 (in-home) 

Wireless Security Setup: $59 (in-home); $99 (remote) 

One-Time Data Backup/Transfer: $99 (in-store); $229 (in-home) 

Automated Data Backup: $199 (in-store); $129 (in-home) 

Clean and Remove: $59 (in-store) 
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Notebooks 

5 Must- Have Accessories 

A laptop is a big investment, and now that you've taken the plunge, it's time to decide what you need to go along with your shiny 
new purchase. We've rounded up five of our favorite accessories that every laptop owner should add to her shopping list. IS 

by Joy Martin 



d Laptops aren't cheap, so you'll 
want to protect yours. After 
splurging on a laptop, the first 
thing you need to consider is 
how you're going to protect 
it. You bought a laptop for its 
portability, so it's important to 
buy a good case that can protect 
it and keep it mobile. Cases are 
available in a multitude of styles 
and colors, so you're sure to find 
one that meets your needs. We 
like the Targus Rolling Notebook 
Case ($49.99; www.targus.com), 
which has wheels and a tele- 
scoping handle 
for mobility; it ac- 
commodates 
a15-inch laptop, 
and has zipped 
pockets to store 
all of your note- 
book accessories 
and paperwork. 




h 



A cordless mouse is easier to 
work with than a pointing 
stick. Although laptops are 
well-suited for working on the 
go, the pointing stick (that little 
nub in the middle of the key- 
board that lets you navigate the 
pointer) and/or touchpad that 
replace your desktop's mouse 
can be hard to manipulate. If 
you prefer a mouse, check out 
Logitech's VX Nano Cordless 
Laser Mouse for Notebooks 
($69.99; www.logitech.com). 
The sleek design makes it easy 
to transport, and the USB re- 
ceiver is small enough to leave 
plugged in, so your mouse is 
ready when you are. 




i 
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Laptop power 

adapters help 

protect your 

notebook PC 
from spikes in 
power. Plugging 
your desktop's 
power cord into 
a surge protector 

was probably a no-brainer. But have 
you taken the same precaution to pro- 
tect your laptop? Surge protectors en- 
sure that the electrical current running 
to the device(s) attached to it doesn't 
exceed acceptable levels. A sudden 
spike in electricity can destroy a laptop, 
so taking the time to plug in to one 
every time is worth the few seconds it 
takes. Surge protectors designed specif- 
ically for laptops, such as the Ken- 
sington Notebook Power Adapter 
($139.99; us.kensington.com), are com- 
pact, making them easy to pack away in 
your laptop bag. 



f 



Portable USB hubs let you connect a few extra pe- 
ripherals while you're out of the office. USB ports let 
you connect all sorts of electronic goodies to your 
computer, but what if you have more gadgets than 
ports? A USB hub, such as Dynex's 4-Port USB 2.0 Hub 
($19.99; www.bestbuy.com), is an affordable way to en- 
sure you can connect all of your peripherals. In addi- 
tion to giving you more ports, cords to items 
such as a digital camera or music 
player can be left plugged 
in on your desk, so they are 
ready to go next time you 
use your laptop. 



i 





An extra battery lets 
you keep working on 
the road when you're far 
away from your recharger. 

We love laptops for their portability — 
they let us work without being tethered 
to a desk. But that flexibility is limited to how 
long the battery holds a charge. Having an extra 
battery on hand that's powered and ready to go gives 
you the ability to work longer, without having to find an 
outlet. Batteries vary from laptop to laptop, but with your 
model number in hand, you can find a replacement for 
any brand. 



56 May 2008 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 




computers 



Computers 

Top 5 Things To Know 



N 



o matter what your skill level, there are a few basics you should know in order to enjoy the most productive, safest com- 
puting experience possible. Here are our Top 5. 133 by Jennie Schlueter 



1 



Prevent data loss. 



If you're in the market for a new computer, it's smart to know exactly 
what extras you're going to want or need to go with your big purchase. 
Besides the keyboard, mouse, monitor, and tower, you'll want to get a 
good surge protector. This will keep your new investment safe from 
damage as a result of a power outage or electrical surge. Even better than 
a surge protector, a UPS (uninterruptible power supply) has a backup 
battery that will keep power flowing smoothly for a few minutes after an 
outage. This will give you time to save your work and properly shut down 
the computer to avoid data loss. 



2 



Protect yourself. 



If you plan to go online, antivirus and firewall software are two must-haves 
for computer protection. There are many third-party products available 
for both antivirus and firewall protection, but you may elect to use built-in 
programs such as Windows XP's firewall or Vista's Windows Security 
Center. (Built-in antivirus is not available with WinXP or Vista.) Regardless 
of what protective software you decide to use, make sure you keep it en- 
abled and set to the product's recommended settings. The trick to en- 
suring your firewall and antivirus do their jobs is that you have to keep 
them up-to-date. Most programs have a method for allowing you to man- 
ually (or your computer to automatically) check for updates so the soft- 
ware can detect new viruses, scams, and other threats. 



3 



Perform backups. 



Even if you have been vigilant about performing routine maintenance, 
you'll likely experience a computer crash at some point. Whether it's a 
problem with your operating system or a burned-out hardware compo- 
nent, unless you have backed up the information, you may not be able to 
retrieve it — ever. Avoid this headache by scheduling regular backups. 
Once you've backed up your files and/or hard drive to an external drive, 
copy important files to a DVD and further secure your important data by 
storing it at an offsite location. 



4 



Consult an expert. 



If you have a computer problem you can't 
fix, find help. Clicking through error mes- 
sages or putting up with slow processing 
speeds is annoying and can be a sign of a 
larger problem. Before you lose your valu- 
able time and data, get a professional to 
straighten things out. There are many op- 
tions, including Geek Squad (www. best 
buy.com/geeksquad). This 24-hour tech- 
nology support task force offers carry-in, 
phone, and onsite support. The squad 
also makes house calls. 



5 



Budget for extras. 



Shopping for new computers these days is 
pretty tempting. It's easy to find a system 
for around $500, but don't let that low 
number fool you. Remember that owning 
a computer comes with some additional 
expenses. For starters, some computers at 
the sub-$500 price point don't include a 
monitor, so you'll need to remember to 
include one in your budget. Also, if you 
don't already have a printer or USB cable 
for your printer, you'll need to include 
this, too. Another thing to consider is 
your monthly ISP fee, and looking into 
whether you'll have to pay for a high- 
speed modem and installation or if 
they're included. Other extras could in- 
clude productivity software such as Mi- 
crosoft Office (you won't get this with a 
sub-$500 PC, either), security software 
subscription fees, printer ink and paper, 
and a digital camera. 
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Rock Solid ■ Heart Touching 



Ultramobile PC 

The Ultimate Mobile Internet Device 
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Asus Eee PC 4G 
XP Edition 

MSRP: $399 

SKUs: 8625295 (pearl white) 
8643426 (galaxy black) 
8746734 (blush pink) 

usa.asus.com 



j 



Quick Overview 

Weighing in at only 2 pounds, the Asus Eee PC 
is an ultramobile PC that provides an easy-to- 
learn, easy-to-work, and easy-to-play com- 
puting experience, all in a small form factor. 

Perfect For 

The Asus Eee PC is ideal for young children 
who are becoming familiar with technology 
for the first time, business travelers looking 
for a compact mobile Internet device that will 
let them get tasks accomplished, or anyone 
wanting an additional laptop at a budget- 
friendly price. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Small-sized PC that's easy to carry to and from school, work, or any- 
where you travel 

• Rapid startup time and intuitive interface allows you to get the infor- 
mation you need quickly and easily 

• Automatic 802.1 1 b/g detection allows quick Internet access 

• With only a few clicks, share photos and videos on Flickr and YouTube 

• Included parental filter prohibits youngsters from viewing inappro- 
priate online material 

• Power-efficient design provides longer operating time when you're on 
the go 

Coolest Feature 

At half the size of regular notebooks and with a shock-proof design, you 
can take the Eee PC anywhere you go with peace of mind. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Desktop 

For Geeks, By Geeks 



> VELOCITY 
micro 




Velocity Micro 
ProMagix 
E2055 Desktop 

MSRP: $1,499.99 

SKU: 8700293 

www.velocitymicro.com 



Quick Overview 

Terminate your virtual enemies with Velocity 
Micro's ProMagix E2055 Desktop. This PC 
boasts a powerful ATI™ Radeon™ X3850 graph- 
ics card and 3GB of memory that will give you 
ultra-smooth visuals and lightning-fast perfor- 
mance. And, with a spacious 500GB hard drive, 
this desktop provides ample storage for all of 
your digital media needs. 

Perfect For 

Whether you're surfing the Web or annihilating 
an alien army, the ProMagix E2055 Desktop 
works for anyone who needs a rig that provides 
the best performance for a great price. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Aluminum case and side panel window for superior thermals and 
whisper-quiet operation 

• New— Intel* Core™ 2 Duo processor E8500, dual 3.16GHz cores, 6MB L2 
cache 

• 256MB ATI™ Radeon™ X3850 graphics card with DirectX 10 support 

• 3GB Corsair™ DDR2 PC6400 DDR2-800 memory 

• 500GB 7,200rpmSATA hard drive 

• Six USB 2.0 ports (two in front) and two FireWire ports (one in front) 

• Genuine Microsoft® Windows® Vista Home Premium 

Coolest Feature 

With an ATI Radeon X3850 graphics card with DirectX 10 support, you'll 
experience flawless visuals, making it perfect for gaming. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Memory 

Get Your Game On 
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CORSAIR 




Corsair 2GB Upgrade 
SODIMM Module & 
DIMM Module 

MSRP: $199.99 

SKUs: Desktop 8724847 (shown) 
Laptop 8724767 

www.corsair.com 



Quick Overview 

Kick your gaming visuals into high gear and en- 
hance your multitasking and Web browsing 
speed when you add 2GB of memory to your 
laptop or desktop using these premium Corsair 
memory modules. 

Perfect For 

Designed to support all the current-generation 
desktop and notebook computers from major 
manufacturers such as Dell, HP, IBM, and Gate- 
way, Corsair's Gaming Memory kits offer the 
most reliable memory for your high-perfor- 
mance gaming needs. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• DDR2 desktop memory module with 2GB total memory for smooth 
gaming visuals and ultrafast multitasking and Web browsing 

• Operates at speeds of up to 800MHz 

• Backward-compatible with 667MHz and 533MHz operating speeds 

• Lifetime Warranty 

• Unlimited tech support available with our tech experts at 
www.asktheramguy.com 

Coolest Feature 

The Corsair name provides quality and reliability for the computer enthu- 
siasts and high-end gamers in your family. Corsair's CGM Desktop prod- 
ucts include memory heatsinks which are specially designed to provide 
the fastest most reliable memory subsystem available, ensuring every 
game you play, you can play it to the MAX! 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Multimedia Networking 

Watch Your Movies & TV From Afar 




Sling Media 
SlingboxSOLO 
Model: SB260-100 

MSRP: $179.99 

SKU: 8548832 

www.slingmedia.com 



Quick Overview 

The Slingbox SOLO allows you to watch and 
control your favorite TV source— including 
your HD content— from anywhere in the world 
on your laptop, cell phone, or PDA. So now you 
can watch your DVR, digital cable, satellite re- 
ceiver, or DVD player wherever you see fit. 
With the Slingbox SOLO, you can watch your 
favorite TV shows and sporting events 
from anywhere. 

Perfect For 

The traveler who wants to watch his or her fa- 
vorite television program from anywhere in 
the world. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• HD compatible. Connects to any of your high-definition devices. 

• Single input. Connects one high-definition or standard-definition de- 
vice such as your DVR, digital cable set-top box, or satellite receiver. 

• SlingPlayer software. SlingPlayer works hand-in-hand with the hard- 
ware inside the Slingbox to bring your entire living room TV viewing 
experience to your laptop, desktop, or mobile device. 

• No monthly fees. Watch and control your TV and its programming on 
your compatible cell phone, PDA, laptop, or desktop with no monthly 
subscription fee. 

Coolest Feature 

Watch your HDTV anywhere on your laptop or mobile phone with no 
monthly fees (cell phone service charges may apply). 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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NETGEAR 



Networking Kit 

Gaming & Video Streaming 




NETGEAR 

HD Gaming Wireless- 
Networking Kit 

MSRP: $229.99 

SKU: 8669906 

www.netgear.com 



Quick Overview 

Experience lag- and jitter-free LAN gaming and 
HD video streaming with this Wireless-N net- 
working kit that features two draft-N (802.1 1n)- 
compliant wireless access points for enhanced 
wireless connectivity and fluid visuals. 

Perfect For 

The HD Gaming 5GHz Wireless-N Networking 
kit is perfect for the consumer who wants high- 
performance wireless network gaming and HD 
video streaming. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Connects to any existing router/gateway and Ethernet-ready device 

• Automatically adjusts to the needs of Internet, voice, video, and 
gaming applications (QoS) 

• Supports wireless "ad-hoc" mode for wireless LAN peer-to-peer gaming 

• Supports multicast point-to-multipoint HD video streaming 

• Automatically enables access point or bridge mode 

• Compatible with PC, Mac, Microsoft Xbox, Sony PlayStation, Nintendo 
Wii, TiVo @ HD, DVR, Sling Media Slingbox, Apple® TV, 

HDTV with wireless-N networking, NETGEAR Digital Entertainer HD, 
and digital set-top boxes 

Coolest Feature 

Push 'N' Connect wirelessly connects new devices easily and securely. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 



[FirstGlimpse 



62 May 2008 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



COMPUTERS 



NETGEAR 

Router 

More Channels, Less Interference, Better Connections 




NETGEAR 

RangeMax Dual Band 
Wireless-N Router 
Model: WNDR3300 

MSRP: $129.99 

SKU: 8669915 

www.netgear.com 



Quick Overview 

The NETGEAR RangeMax Dual Band Wireless-N 
Router (WNDR3300) delivers the highest Wi-Fi 
performance for today's Wireless-N notebooks 
and dual-band adapters. It also provides simulta- 
neous support for legacy 802.1 1g devices, as well 
as clients based on 2.4GHz or 5GHz Wireless-N 
and new computers with built-in support for 
802.1 1n draft 2.0 single- and dual-band wireless. 

Perfect For 

Specifically for the consumer who wants the 
best possible wireless network connectivity. 
Designed to deliver the fastest speeds, longest 
ranges, and most reliable connections. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Surf, email, stream HD video, online game and make Internet phone 
calls— simultaneously 

• Eight internal smart antennas improve wireless coverage 

• More wireless channels, less interference, and better connections using 
dual-band Wireless-N 

• Use with a RangeMax Dual Band Wireless-N Adapter and boost your 
performance and range 

• Adjusts to the needs of Internet, voice, video, and gaming applications 

• Works with older Wireless-G and newest Wireless-N devices at the 
same time 

Coolest Feature 

Push 'N' Connect wirelessly connects new devices easily and securely . 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Photo & Imaging 
Easy, Fun, Professional! 



COREL 



PaintShopPrcf un 
PHOTO X2 

The easiest way to get professional-looking photos-fot/ 



Corel® 

Paint Shop Pro® Photo X2 

MSRP: $99.99 

SKU:8550258 

www.corel.com 



Quick Overview 

Create, edit, enhance, and process photos like 
a pro with Paint Shop Pro Photo X2. Corel com- 
bines ease of use that lets you be productive 
right from the start with depth of functionality 
that lets you grow as your skills improve. 

Perfect For 

Everyone from camera owners and photo hob- 
byists to professional photographers. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Get started right away with the Learning Center, an on-screen list of 

things to do with easy explanations of each key feature 

Add multiple layers, text, embellishments, and more for professional- 

looking scrapbook pages 

Saves you time by automatically downloading photos and enabling you 

to easily edit in the Express Lab 

Make good photos great: rotate, straighten, 1 -click photo fix, crop, and 

remove red-eye until each image looks spectacular 

Easily remove unwanted objects from your photos 

Coolest Feature 

Remove blemishes, whiten teeth, and even look thinner, all in a few 
simple clicks with the unique Makeover Tools. Professional-grade re- 
touching has never been easier! 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Tools Software 

Essential tools for your PC 



Internet Security & Monitoring 
Protection You Can Trust 
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PC Tools 



Spyware Doctor 




Trusted, Award-Winnin 

Spyware and Other Privacy Threats. 



G ,2-months FREE upgrades anau P - e 



PC Tools 
Spyware Doctor 

MSRP: $29.95 

SKU: 8520326 

www.pctools.com 



Quick Overview 

Security software is an absolute necessity for 
anyone who's on the Internet. Malicious pro- 
grams such as spyware, adware, and viruses put 
your computer and your identity at risk every 
day. By using PC Tools Spyware Doctor, you can 
be confident that you have the most advanced 
threat protection, recommended by computer 
and security experts globally and trusted by mil- 
lions of users every day. 

Perfect For 

Spyware Doctor is for those who want to keep 
their computer free of malware with an easy-to- 
use interface and award-winning technology. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Award-winning software recommended by experts worldwide 
Prevents malicious programs from stealing personal information, de- 
grading system performance, and damaging your important files 
Frequent automatic updates ensure your protection is up-to-date 
Built-in behavioral technology automatically keeps you safe from the 
newest online threats 

OnGuard real-time protection blocks threats before they harm your PC 
Easy to install and use with immediate automatic protection 
Free 24/7 phone support for all customers 

Coolest Feature 

Currently recognized by industry experts as the best product available to 
remove spyware and keep it off your system, while still being one of the 
easiest to use. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Internet Security & Monitoring 
Make Your PC Run Like New 
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System 

Mechanic 

Fix and Speed Up your PC... Automatically 

■ Makes your PC run like new ■ Boosts PC and internet speed up to 300% 

■ Cleans up system-clogging clutter ■ Ellmins . is, crashes & freezes 




iolo System Mechanic 



MSRP: $49.95 

SKU: 8648591 

www.iolo.com 



Quick Overview 

Don't suffer the aggravation of mysterious PC 
crashes, freezes, and slowdowns. Studies show 
that 98% of PC problems are caused by faulty 
settings, clutter, and fragmentation that are the 
result of normal PC use. Rely on the power of 
System Mechanic to automatically find and re- 
pair errors and clean out clutter. This software 
will keep your PC operating smoothly, reliably, 
and up to 300% faster. 

Perfect For 

System Mechanic is for anybody who uses a PC or 
has ever had a slow computer; its user-friendly in- 
terface is for beginners and experts alike. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Fix security vulnerabilities, block annoying Internet pop-up ads, and 
stop unwanted or dangerous changes to system configuration. 

• Improve your gaming experience and optimize your PC to play the 
latest high-performance games at maximum speeds. 

• Fix PC problems yourself and prevent them from happening with auto- 
mated tools for custom tasks. 



Coolest Feature 

The easy-tounderstand user interface and one-click fix is great for novice 
users, while technical users can get under the hood and fix things one at a 
time with over 40 tools. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Which Notebook Computer Is Best For You? 

notebook computer is a pretty big purchase for most people, and it's usually a bit overwhelming, too. This chart compares 
the features and specs from several models available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com). 



Operating 
system 



Processor 



Hard drive 
size; RAM 



Optical 
drives 



Screen size 



Media card 
reader 



What It Means 



The software 
(usually Win- 
dows or Mac OS 
X) that controls 
your computer 



Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 



How much data 
the computer 
can hold; Mem- 
ory that's read 
and written to 



Drives that can 
read and write 
CD-Rs, DVD- 
RWs,orHD 
discs 



The diagonal 
measurement 
of the note- 
book's screen 



A slot that lets 
you use media 
cards without a 
separate periph- 
eral 




Dell Inspiron 
I1525-102B 

MSRP: $849.99* 
SKU 8770671 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



1.83GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Duo T5550 



250GB; 3GB 
DDR2 



DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW 



15.4 inches 



Yes 




Gateway M-6750 

MSRP: $849.99* 
SKU 8651069 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



1.67GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Duo T5450 



250GB; 3GB 
DDR2 



SuperMuIti 
DVD±RW/C 
D-RW with 
Labelflash 



15.4 inches 



Yes 




Lenovo IdeaPad 
Y510 

MSRP: Starts at $799* 
SKU 8696271 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



1.83GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Duo T5550 



250GB; 2GB 
PC2-5300 



Double-layer 
CD-R/DVD-R 



15.4 inches 



Yes 




HP Pavilion 
dv6885se 

MSRP: $1,049.99* 
SKU 8779404 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



2.1GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 
T8100 



250GB; 3GB 
DDR2 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW with 
LightScribe 



15.4 inches 



Yes 



Asus 
EeePC4G-VPI001 

MSRP: $399* 
SKU 8746734 



Linux 



900MHz 
Intel Celeron 
M 



4GB; 512MB 
DDR2 



N/A 



7 inches 



Yes 



Sony 
VGN-CR410E/R 

MSRP: $1,099.99* 
SKU 8783248 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



1.83GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Duo T5550 



200GB; 3GB 

PC2-5300 

DDR2 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 



14.1 inches 



Yes 




Toshiba 
A215-S5818 

MSRP: $749.99* 
SKU 8658874 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



2GHzAMD 
Turion 64 x2 



160GB; 2GB 
PC2-5300 
DDR2 
SDRAM 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 



15.4 inches 



Yes 



Apple MacBook Pro 
MB133LL/A 

MSRP: $1,999.99* 
SKU 8764429 



Mac OS X 
10.5 Leopard 



2GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 
Mobile 



200GB; 2GB 

PC2-5300 

DDR2 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 



15.4 inches 



No 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Desktop PC Is Right For You? 

When you shop for a desktop PC you'll see lots of similar deals. The comparison chart below shows how subtle — yet impor- 
tant — the differences can be. If you can't find one of these on Best Buy's Web site (www.bestbuy.com), visit or call your 
local Best Buy store, and it should be available there. 







Processor 


Hard drive 
size; RAM 


Optical 
drives 


Operating 
system 


Graphics 
card 


Ports 


What It Means 


Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 


How much data 
the computer 
can hold; Mem- 
ory that's read 
and written to 


Drives that can 
read and write 
CD-Rs, DVD- 
RWs,orHD 
discs 


The software 
(usually Win- 
dows or Mac OS 
X) that controls 
your computer 


Controls the 
quality of your 
video and 
images 


Sockets that give 
your computer 
access to differ- 
ent peripherals 




li Apple MA878LL 

MSRP: $1,799* 

1 Cl/I 1 0/OAT71 


2.4GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 


320GB; 1GB 


Dual-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW 


Mac OS X 

V10.5 

Leopard 


ATI Radeon 
HD 2600 Pro 


5 USB 2.0; 2 
FireWire 


\Zl 




Gateway FX7020 

MSRP: $1,099.99* 
SKU 8649386 


2.3GHz 
AMD Phe- 
nom 9600 


500GB; 3GB 


SuperMuIti 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW with 
Labelflash 


Windows 
Vista 
Home 
Premium 


Nvidia 
GeForce 
8800 GT 


6 USB; 1 S- 
Video 




Gateway GT5448E 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 8433331 


1.86GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Duo 


320GB; 2GB 


Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


Nvidia 
GeForce 
7500 LE 


9 USB 2.0; 2 
FireWire 


Na 


i 


Velocity Micro 
ProMagix E8500 

MSRP: $1,499.99* 
SKU 8700293 ^M 


3.13GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 


500GB; 3GB 


Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


ATI Radeon 
X3850 


8 USB 2.0; 2 
FireWire; 1 
S-Video 


^^ SonyVAlO 
VGC-LT25E 

MSRP: $1,999.99* 
SKU 8704672 


1.66GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Duo T5450 


500GB; 3GB 


DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW/ 

BD-R 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


Nvidia 
GeForce 
8400M GT 


5 USB 2.0; 1 
FireWire; 1 
S-Video 


^^— Dell XPS One E4500 

MSRP: $1,599.99* 
^ ^ SKU 8684596 


2.2GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 


250GB; 2GB 


DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW 


Windows 

Vista 

Ultimate 


Intel Graphics 
Media Accel- 
erator 3100 


6USB;1 
FireWire; 1 
S-Video 


3 


Dell Inspiron 
I530B8106 

MSRP: $999.99* 
SKU 8723394 


2.4GHz Intel 
Core 2 Quad 


500GB; 3GB 


Double layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


ATI Radeon 
HD 2600 XT 


10 USB 


jj 


i 


HP Pavilion 
a6314f 

MSRP: $529.99* 
SKU 8702111 


2.6GHz 
AMD 
Athlon 64 
X2 


360GB; 2GB 


Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


Nvidia 
GeForce 
6150 SE 


6 USB; 2 
FireWire 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Missing Pieces 

Extras For Your MP3 Player 



wireless 





hen you buy an MP3 player, the included accessories may not 
offer the functionality you might expect. MP3 players aren't quite 
ready to go straight out of the box. You have to charge the player 
and load it with music, of course. And there are accessories be- 
yond those that came with the player that will help you get the 
most out of your device. Here are a few extras you should look for. 



A computer isn't exactly an accessory; it's 
an essential tool for getting your new 
player ready for use. You'll use your com- 
puter to load music onto the player, and 
you'll need an Internet connection to 
download new music or maintain a music 
subscription service. Your MP3 player 
likely came with a cable to connect it to a 
computer via a USB port, which lets you 
both load music onto the device and 
charge it. What most players don't in- 
clude is a charger that connects to a wall 
outlet. Investing in a wall charger will free 
the player from your computer and allow 
you to charge it more conveniently. 

For even greater flexibility, invest in a car 
charger, or better yet, get two-in-one 



with a car charger that also has an FM 
transmitter. Once you connect your 
MP3 player to the transmitter, you can 
listen to your digital music collection 
through your car's speaker system. 

Cables that let you connect to your 
home-entertainment devices are also 
likely absent from the extras bundled 
with your player. If you bought a large- 
capacity device that holds media such 
as TV shows or movies, cables are a 
great investment. An A/V cable con- 
nects your AAP3 player to a TV, so you 
can watch videos on a screen that's 
much larger than the display on your 
MP3 player. Check with the users 
manual that came with your AAP3 player 



to see if it supports such a connection. 
Similarly, with a cable that connects to 
the headphone jack on your player and 
the audio port on your stereo, you can 
pipe your music through your home- 
stereo speakers. 

Some items come with your MP3 player, 
but are definitely worth upgrading. For 
instance, a high-quality set of head- 
phones will improve your listening 
experience. Whether you go for a top- 
of-the-line, over-the-ear pair or simply a 
more comfortable pair of earbuds, you'll 
be glad you made the upgrade. A simple 
pouch or case may have also come with 
your player, but you'll likely want to in- 
vest in more robust protection. Items 
from heavy-duty cases to simple skins 
and screen protectors will guard your 
player against scratches. With these ex- 
tras, you'll be able to get the most out 
of your MP3 player. E3 

by Tara Simmons 
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MP3 Players 

5 Must- Have Accessories 



Nailing down a list of must-have accessories for an MP3 player is tricky. Just be- 
cause an iPod dock for the kitchen tops your list, for example, doesn't mean it 
even cracks an avid jogger's Top 5. Ultimately, though, five general categories stand 
out, although other notable accessories include extra batteries, cleaning kits, and 
Bluetooth adapters. B3 

by Blaine Flamig 



E 



D 



Match your earphones to your needs. Sometimes a runner doesn't fare 
well with earbuds, which fall out due to the constant jostle of running. 
This is a burden for anyone hoping to get in a good workout. A runner 
should opt for a headphone that's secure, and in this case, an in-the-ear 
earbud would be the ideal choice. Headphone styles are numerous and include 
wired/wireless earbuds, which are perfect for people on the go (students, mass- 
transit users), and earcups, which can satisfy any audiophile's need to hear 
minute musical details. 



a 




s 



Portable speakers and docks are perfect for letting the entire group listen to 
tunes in open areas. Whether you want to listen to Enya as you take shelter 
from a sudden squall or need some musical inspiration as you stow the kitchen 
dishes, there's no limit to where you can listen to your portable player. Don't 

let the pair of headphones it came with con- 
strain you, either. Most speakers have a dock to 
recharge your player's battery. Check your MP3 
player manufacturer's Web site for model num- 
bers of available speakers and docks, and you'll 
likely be able to buy it at Best Buy. 



Beam the tunes on your portable music player through your car stereo. If 

you're motoring about in the family van, music players can provide the 
soundtrack. You'll need an FM transmitter that plays the tunes on your 
portable music player over your car radio. Connect the transmitter to your 
player, select a designated frequency on the radio, tune to that same frequency 
on your transmitter, and listen to 
music, movies, podcasts, audio- 
books, etc. Transmitters range from 
basic to sophisticated models (pro- 
viding remote controls and visual 
interfaces), making it easy to find 
one that suits your needs. 



Dn the radio, tune to that same frequency 



Cases can protect your 
portable music player from 
scratches, bumps, water, 
physical drops, and mishaps 
that can otherwise shorten your 
player's life. You decided to treat 
yourself and buy a high-end 
MP3 player. Because you've al- 
ready spent so much, it's only 
right to assume that you have 
everything you need, right? Not 
quite. No matter what type of 
portable music player you own, 
it's wise to buy a case to protect 
it in different environments. 
Cases are relatively inexpensive 
(around $20 and up) and can 
provide a little defense from ac- 
cidents or normal wear and tear. 
Because not all cases will work 
with your player, check the MP3 
player manufacturer's Web site 
or Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com) 
for cases that are compatible. 



@ 



Armbands can mean the 
difference between a work- 
out you're proud of vs. one 
that is constantly inter- 
rupted by accidental drops and 
tugging, tangled cords. Music is a 
huge exercise motivator. No 
matter your sport, an armband, 




such as DLO's Action Jacket for 
third-generation Apple iPod 
($29.99; www.dlo.com), which 
fits around your bicep, generally 
offers the most stability and 
comfort. Otherwise, a basic lan- 
yard provides an inexpensive, yet 
effective, alternative for less 
strenuous workouts. 
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MP3 Players 

Top 5 Things To Know 



' inding the perfect digital music player is all about asking the right questions. Here are the five most important things to keep in 
mind while shopping, along with the answers you'll want to hear before committing to a particular device. E3 

by Tracy Baker 



D 



Memory capacity. 



The capacities listed for most MP3 players are 
based on low-quality audio recordings, which re- 
sult in small file sizes. Songs you record at a higher 
quality, which is probably what you'll listen to 
most often, will take up more space, so fewer songs 
will fit on your player. For example, a player can 
store three times as many songs recorded at 
64Kbps as those at 192Kbps, but the sound quality 
for the 192Kbps tracks is more than three times 
better than that of the 64Kbps tracks. 

Where storage is concerned, there are 8 bits in a 
byte, 1,024 bytes in a KB (kilobyte), 1,024KB in a 
MB (megabyte), and 1,024MB in a GB (gigabyte). 
If you record tracks at 192Kbps, divide that 
number by eight to get 24KBps. There are 60 sec- 
onds in a minute, so that means your audio re- 
quires about 1,440KB (1.41MB) of storage per 
minute or about 84.5MB per hour. Therefore, 
each gigabyte of memory will hold about 12 
hours of 192Kbps audio. 



i 



Type of memory. 



Hard drives offer relatively high storage capacities 
at a relatively low prices. They have a lot of 
moving parts, though, that tend to break if you 
drop the devices, which often ruins the player be- 
yond repair. Flash memory (also called solid-state 
memory) is more expensive per megabyte and 
gigabyte than hard drives, but because the 
memory uses no moving parts, it is more durable. 
Devices that use flash memory are terrific for run- 
ning and exercising or other activities where you 
may shake or drop your player. 



E 



File format support. 



Just as digital photos and movies use a variety of file formats, so do 
digital audio files. You'll see MP3, AAC (Advanced Audio Coding), 
WMA (Windows Media Audio), and FLAC (Free Lossless Audio 
Codec), to name a few. If you have already converted or downloaded a 
large amount of music in a particular format, make sure the player you 
want can handle it. If not, you can tailor your conversions and down- 
loads to match the capabilities of the device. 



EI 



File downloads. 



Due to DRM (digital rights management) schemes and other factors, to 
download most tracks from Apple's iTunes Store (www.itunes.com), 
you'll need an iPod. However, Apple offers a select number of DRM-free 
tracks that'll work with any MP3 player. Subscription-based services, 
such as Napster To Go (www.napster.com), let you download unlimited 
amounts of music, but they're only compatible with certain makes and 
models. On the other hand, Amazon's (www.amazon.com) music store 
won't keep you guessing about what music will play on your MP3 player; 
its entire music catalogue is DRM-free. 



E 



Battery life. 



Measures of battery life are performed in a lab and, as a consequence, 
don't always match real-world performance. First, ask the salespeople 
if they have any experience with the battery life of a product you are 
considering. Then, be sure to ask how long the batteries should last if 
you listen at a reasonable volume level (loud music consumes more 
electricity because the headphones require more power). Finally, you 
might also look for power-cutting options, such as the ability to turn 
off the screen's backlight and audio normalization (which tones down 
loud music). 
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^lAGELLAN^ 



GPS 

Feature-Packed, Pocket-Sized & Easy To Use 




Magellan® 
Maestro™ 3250 

MSRP: $399.99 

SKU: 8539548 

www.magellangps.com 



Quick Overview 

The Magellan Maestro 3250 provides the best 
navigation experience possible at a highly 
affordable price. It features a new ultra-thin 
design and an intuitive user interface that 
guides drivers to their destination via voice and 
on-screen prompts. Advanced, easy-to-use 
features include voice command and control, 
live traffic reports, built-in AAA travel informa- 
tion, and much more. 

Perfect For 

The thinnest personal navigation device available 
combines style and functionality in a pocket- 
sized design perfect for travelers on the go! 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 3.5-inch QVGA full-color, anti-glare, touchscreen display 

• Live traffic functionality provides real-time traffic updates and auto- 
matically re-routes you when a quicker way is available (free three- 
month service subscription included) 

• SayWhere™ text-to-speech lets you hear street names for every turn 

• Hands-free phone calls using built-in Bluetooth® wireless technology* 

• 6 million points of interest— easily search and find restaurants, hotels, 
airports, gas stations, and more 

• Maps of the United States, Canada, and Puerto Rico 

Coolest Feature 

Voice command and control enables you to navigate with the sound of 
your voice and enjoy hands-free control of your Maestro. No other manu- 
facturer in the United States or Canada offers voice command and control. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 

* Requires a Bluetooth-compatible cell phone. 
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TomTom^fc 



GPS 

Go Confidently 




TomTomONE130S 



MSRP: $249.95 

SKU: 8774427 

www.tomtom.com 



Quick Overview 

TomTom ONE 130»S's distinctive design puts a 
full-size touchscreen and the power of GPS in a 
slim, lightweight device. The crystal-clear dis- 
play, 3D graphics, and turn-by-turn spoken in- 
structions, including street names help you find 
your way to any address in the U.S. and Canada. 
Now, there are added safety features so you can 
easily access local emergency providers. No acti- 
vation, no monthly fees. 

Perfect For 

The driver looking for easy-to-use A-to-B 
navigation including spoken street and place 
names. 



Outstanding Benefits 

The world's #1 selling auto GPS 

Preloaded maps of U.S./Canada 

Spoken directions & street names 

TomTom Map Share™ 

EasyPort™ mount 

Millions of points of interest + add your own 

Coolest Feature 

The text-to-speech feature reads aloud street and place names, in addi- 
tion to the standard navigation instructions. Provides additional clarity 
when on the road. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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G ARM IN 



GPS 

It's A Whole Nu Way To Travel 




Garmin nuvi @ 260W 

MSRP: $428.56 

SKU: 8673697 

www.garmin.com 



Quick Overview 

The Garmin niivi 260W doesn't fail to impress 
with its widescreen navigator screen and ability 
to speak street names. With a simple-to-use in- 
terface and a sleek, ultra-slim design, the niivi 
260W will get you where you need to be, all 
within a few screen taps. 

Perfect For 

The Garmin niivi 260W is perfect for those who 
want a GPS equipped with outstanding features 
for an affordable price. It also works for anyone 
with limited space, as its slim design can fit 
comfortably in a pocket or purse. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Sleek, ultra-slim design 

Widescreen, 4.3-inch color touchscreen display with backlight 

Easy-to-use on-screen commands 

Choose from a 3D mapping perspective or 2D overhead view 

Turn-by-turn directions with voice guidance 

JPEG picture viewer, world travel clock, currency and measurement 

converter, plus more 

Coolest Feature 

Ready to go right out of the box, this GPS is preloaded with map data and 
features over 6 million POIs (points of interest), including hotels, restaurants, 
gas stations, ATMs, and attractions. And, you can add your own customized 
points of interest. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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GPS 

Beyond Navigation 



GARMIN 




Garmin nuvi 780 

MSRP: $857.13 

SKU: 8674071 

www.garmin.com 



Quick Overview 

Go wide and get MSN Direct® with the Gar- 
min nuvi 780. This navigator has it all— ad- 
vanced navigation features, a widescreen 
display, preloaded maps, an FM transmitter, 
and hands-free calling— plus, real-time local 
weather, traffic, movie times, stock informa- 
tion, gas prices, and news and local events. 
Like the rest of the wide nuvi 700 Series, it in- 
cludes premium navigation capabilities, such 
as route planning and a handy locator. 

Perfect For 

The Garmin nuvi 780 is for the person who 
wants to make the most of his or her journey. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Includes MSN Direct receiver with next-generation features: traffic up- 
dates, weather, gas prices, enhanced movie listings, stock info, news, and 
local events (free three-month trial subscription) 

• Bluetooth wireless technology with a built-in microphone and speaker 
for hands-free calling 

• Easy-to-use touchscreen interface 

• High-sensitivity GPS receiver for improved performance and reception 

• Built-in music player, audio book player, currency converter, and more 

Coolest Feature 

MSN Direct now offers local information, from what times and ticket 
prices are to a Major League Baseball game to events such as an art fair or 
band appearing at a local club— and it can take you there, too. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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SaiDisk 



MP3 Player 

Listen, Watch & Play All Day 




Sansa® Fuze™ 

MSRP: $129.99 (8GB) 

SKU: 8753725 

www.sandisk.com 



Quick Overview 

The Sansa Fuze is a fun, multifaceted music 
player that's packed with features such as the 
ability to play video clips and listen to FM radio, 
offered at a price users won't be able to find 
with any other similar player. 

Perfect For 

The mobile music lover who also enjoys shar- 
ing her photos and video clips with friends, lis- 
tening to audiobooks, and tuning in to local 
FM radio stations. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Up to 24 hours of battery life. 

• Users can listen to music and audiobooks while on the go, watch video 
clips, view photos, and listen to FM radio in style with a thin device 
that comes in a variety of fun colors. 

• Also available in a 4GB version ($99.99) and a 2GB version ($79.99). 

Coolest Feature 

The microSD™ card slot. This memory slot provides users the ability to 
quickly add content to the Fuze and expands its storage capacity, letting 
users carry with them thousands of additional songs, hours of video, and 
numerous photos. Plus, by using a SanDisk microSD card, users can easily 
carry their music and other content from their Sansa MP3 player to their 
mobile phone or even their PC. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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^TECHNOL OGIES 



Portable iPod Speakers 
Jam Out In Style 




Sonic Impact 
i-P22 Portable 
Speakers 



MSRP: $99.95 

SKU: 8703183 

www.si5.com 



Quick Overview 

Crank up your favorite tunes in style with Sonic 
Impact's i-P22C Portable Speakers. With the 
Geisha case design from Lucky Brand Jeans, this 
speaker system not only gives you amazing 
sound, but also looks cool. Plus, it charges your 
iPod while you listen. The patented Maxxbass 
booster delivers enhanced bass performance. 
The case makes it easy to take with you no 
matter where you go. 

Perfect For 

Those who are into style and want a system 
that can move with them. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Portable speaker system built into a hard-shell carrying case 

• Universal iPod dock will accommodate any future iPod models 

• Apple-authorized 30-pin connector for convenient plug and play 

• Patented Maxxbass booster for enhanced bass performance 

• Charge iPod while playing when the unit is powered by included 
AC adapter 

• 4 AA batteries (not included) provide up to 24 hours of playback 

• Stylish Geisha case design by Lucky Brand Jeans 

Coolest Feature 

The 3.5mm input jack allows you to connect other audio devices, such as 
an MP3 player, nondocking iPod, or CD player. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Which MP3 Player Is Best For You? 

j Pods are cool, sure, but you have other choices when it comes to listening to your tunes. This chart compares the most impor- 
I tant — and coolest — features from select MP3 players available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com). 



Memory 
type 



Capacities 



Songs 



Video; 
FM tuner 
capabilities 



Colors 



Battery life 



What It Means 



Hard drive 
(moving parts, 
more capacity) 
or flash (no 
moving parts) 



How much 
memory the 
player has (on 
models available 
at Best Buy) 



Based on four- 
minute songs at 
128Kbps, the 
number a play- 
er can hold 



Some MP3 play- 
ers can play 
video or let you 
listen to radio 
stations 



Several players 
offer a variety of 
color choices 



How long the bat- 
tery will last when 
playing music 




Apple iPod classic 

MSRP: $249*; $349* 
SKU 8500035 



Hard drive 



80GB; 
160GB 



20,000; 
40,000 
(AAC) 



Only video 



Black, silver 



30 hours; 40 
hours 




Apple iPod nano 

MSRP: $149*; $199* 
SKU 8500847 



Flash 



4GB; 8GB 



1,000; 2,000 
(AAC) 



Only video 



Silver (4GB); 
Black, silver, 
red, blue, 
green 



24 hours 




Apple iPod touch 

MSRP: $299*; $399* 

$499* 

SKU 8500393 



Flash 



8GB; 16GB; 
32GB 



1,750; 3,500; 

7,000 

(AAC) 



Only video 



Black 



22 hours 




Microsoft Zune 
80GB 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 8595978 



Hard drive 



80GB 



20,000 



Both 



Black 



30 hours 




Insignia Pilot 

MSRP: $129.99* 
$159.99* 
SKU 8452863 



Flash 



4GB; 8GB 



N/A 



Both 



Black 



25 hours 



m 



Samsung P2 

MSRP: $199.99* 
$249.99* 
SKU 8571379 



Flash 



4GB; 8GB 



N/A 



Both 



Black, bur- 
gundy 



30 hours 



o 



SanDisk Sansa Fuze 

MSRP: $79.99*; 
$99.99*; 129.99* 
SKU 8753725 



Flash 



2GB; 4GB; 
8GB 



500; 1,000; 
2,000; 



Both 



Black, red, 
pink, blue 



24 hours 



^W 




SanDisk Sansa Clip 

MSRP: $59.99* 
SKU 8553825 



Flash 



2GB 



1,000 
(WMA) 



Only an FM 
tuner 



Black, red, 
pink, blue 



64 hours 
(WMA) 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which GPS Device Is Right For You? 

ne of the hottest CE devices around right now is a GPS device, and what a useful device it is, too. Here, we compare some models 
available on today's market. All of these units come with maps already loaded, and you can purchase additional maps, as well. 



Screen size; 
Dimensions 



Text-to- 
speech 
capability 



Battery life 



WAAS 



Built-in 
Bluetooth 



Included 
charging 
adapters 



What It Means 



The diagonal 
measurement 
of the screen; 
Height x width x 
depth 



Lets the unit call 
out specific 
street names 



How long the 
battery lasts 



A satellite and 
ground station 
system that 
gives exception- 
al GPS accuracy 



Lets you com- 
municate wire- 
lessly with other 
Bluetooth 
devices 



AC adapters plug 
into the wall; DC 
adapters plug into 
your car's ciga- 
rette lighter 




Magellan Maestro 
3250 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 8539548 



3.5 inches; 
3.2x3.6x0.7 
inches 



Yes 



Up to 3 
hours 



No 



Yes 



DC adapter 




Garmin nuvi 780 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 8674071 



3.8 inches; 

2.25x4.8x0.* 

inches 



No 



Up to 5 
hours 



No 



Yes 



^S* 



DC adapter 




Garmin nuvi 260W 

MSRP: $428.56* 
SKU 8673697 



4.3 inches; 
4.8x2.9x0.8 
inches 



No 



Up to 5 
hours 



No 



No 



4P_ 




TomTom 130-S 

MSRP: $249.95* 
SKU 8774427 



3.5 inches; 

3x3.6x0.8 

inches 



Yes 



Up to 3 
hours 



No 



No 



DC adapter 



DC adapter 



TomTom GO 720 

MSRP: $449.95* 
SKU 8400198 



4.3 inches; 
3.3x4.6x0.9 
inches 



Yes 



Up to 5 
hours 



No 



Yes 



AC adapter, 
DC adapter 




Garmin nuvi 680 

MSRP: $857.13* 
SKU 8230746 



4.3 inches; 
2.9x4.9x0.9 
inches 



Yes 



Up to 7 
hours 



Yes 



Yes 



AC adapter, 
DC adapter 




Mio DigiWalker 
C230 

MSRP: $249.95* 
SKU 8539511 



3.5 inches; 

3.5x5x0.9 

inches 



Yes 



Up to 2.5 
hours 



Yes 



No 



DC adapter 




Harman Kardon 
GPS-810 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 8540518 



4.3 inches; 
2.4x5x0.75 
inches 



Yes 



Up to 4 
hours 



No 



Yes 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



AC adapter, 
DC adapter 
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Springtime can bring forth inspiration. Plants and flowers 
begin to bloom toward the warm, inviting sun, and our 
feathered and furry friends seem to rejoice in the seasonal 
change. Why not add to the celebration and enjoy the 
flowers and renewed life that surrounds you? Here are 
some Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com) CE products that will 
help you commemorate spring. 



DVD Encyclopedia 
Of Gardening 
4.99 

Turns out, that's 
poison ivy. 




Flowers In The Dirt 
Paul McCartney 
$15.99 

One Beatle you won't 
mind having in the 
garden. 





% 



Olympus Zuiko 

35mm Digital 

Macro Lens 

$229.99 

Get detailed 

rewards from all 

those hours 

outside. 




\ 




Better Homes and 
Gardens Home Designer 
Suite 7.0 
$99.99 

Get high tech with your green 
thumb. 



my-PhotoArt 50" x 60" 

Full-Color Woven Throw 

$124.99 

The easiest way to keep your 
flowers all year. 
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Print Photos 

Scan Documents 

Download Photos & Videos 

Transfer Files . . . WIRELESSLY! 



from USB cables and allow your PC to wirelessly commu- 
nicate with USB-connected peripherals with lOGEAR's USB-IF certified Wireless 
USB Hub solution. 



Imagine transferring files to a hard 
drive across the room! 




Best Buy SKU: 

8582394 




Here's How It Works 

The Wireless Hub contains four USB 2.0 
Dorts enabling wireless connectivity to PC 
ipheral devices. Reduce cable clutter 
I let notebook users roam up to 30 feet 
ay from the paired USB adapter in- 
ded in the kit. With Certified Wireless 
;B technology, file transfers are made at 
Jio speeds of up to 480Mbps. Since all 
components are connected centrally at the 
Hub, cables and excess office wiring will 
be significantly reduced. 



Compatible with USB 
1.1 and 2.0 devices, 
and guarantees 
connectivity with all 
future Certified Wire- 
less USB products 

Utilizes the large 
UWB wireless spec- 
trum, which improves 
speed and reduces 
wireless interference 
with other wireless 
devices 
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ProMagix E2055 



mm 

COMES STANDARD 




Intel® Core™ 2 Duo desktop 
processor E8500 with two pro- 
cessing cores, 1 ,333MHz system 
bus, 6MB L2 cache, and 3.13GHz 
processor speed per core 

500GB Serial ATA hard drive 

3GB of PC6400 DDR2 memory, 
expandable to 4GB 

DVD±RW/CD-RW drive with 
double-layer support and 
LightScribe 

ATI Radeon X3850 graphics card 

High-definition surround sound 
with 5.1 -channel support 

Two FireWire interfaces and eight 
USB 2.0 ports with both front and 
rear access for fast and easy data 
transfers 



PERFECT FOR HIGH-END GAMING, ta »*><* *» i**** 

E2055 Desktop offers a next-generation Intel® Core™ 2 Duo desktop processor 
E8500, powerful 256MB ATI Radeon X3850 graphics card, and 3GB of RAM to 
provide blazing speed and immersive graphics. Built with nothing but premium 
performance components, the stylish, brushed aluminum desktop functions 
perfectly as a multimedia system. With a 500GB hard 
drive for all of your storage needs, a built-in digital media 
reader to easily retrieve your photo and video files, and a 
double-layer DVD±RW/CD-RW drive with LightScribe, this 
is definitely a take-no-prisoners PC. 
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Intel, the Intel logo, Intel Core, Core Inside are trademarks of Intel Corporation in the U.S. and other countries. 




